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Exert from the Guest family heritage project for the  

Guest- Logan-Baldock-Family Line of Adelaide Hills, South Australia 1840 to the Jeparit 

Region of Western Victoria present day. 

 

The history of this family line now spans three centuries in Australia. 
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FAMILY STRUCTURE AND INTER-COLONIAL FAMILY 

CLUSTER MIGRATIONS OF THE GUEST’S LOGAN-BALDOCK 

FAMILY  
 
The initial settler families of South Australia's Provence, Logan and Baldock, along with the 

pioneer Pratt family from the Port Phillip District of New South Wales, all settled around the same 

time in Woodside/Mt Charles, located in the Meadows District of the Adelaide Hills. 

Woodside/Mt Charles is just 37 kilometres from Adelaide and near Mount Barker, making it a 

notable area for the maternal Logan-Baldock and Baldock-Pratt bloodlines of the Guest families. 

 

 
 

The researcher’s father this connection through his mother, Florence Matilda Guest (1890-1968), 

who was born in Yanipy, near Jeparit, Victoria. Florence was the child of (Frederick) Logan (185-

1921), born in Meadows, South Australia, Maria Jane Baldock (1856-194), who was born in Mount 

Charles and died in Jeparit, Victoria. Fred Logan's birth was registered in Strathalbyn, 21 miles (34 

kilometres) directly south of Woodside/Mount Charles. 

 

 
 



Guest-Logan-Baldock Family Line – An Australian History Spanning Three Centuries 

  

 6 

 

It seems that the decision to register Fred's birth in Strathalbyn, Colony of South Australia, instead 

of nearby Mt Barker, was likely made safeguard the reputation of his biological mother, Mary Ann 

Logan. Born in 1840 she was the daughter of James Logan (1809-1858) and his deceased wife, 

Margaret Logan who passed away in Adelaide in 1850. 

 

In 1853, after marrying Johanna Christiane “Christina” Logan (1815-1883), née Ruhl, Christina 

became Mary Ann's caring stepmother. Along with James Logan, they seemed to have shaped the 

story that Christina, at42 in 1857, was Fred's mother. Fred's grandfather, James Logan passed 

away less than a year after Fred was born, and his widow, Christina Logan, née Ruhl, took on the 

full responsibility of raising Fred, doing so with great care. 

 

In 1860, Christina married widower James Pratt (1806-1896), together they raised Fred as their 

own. Although Fred was not biologically related to Christina or James Pratt, he grew up in the 

Woodside/Mt Charles area, specifically near Barker, where Logan family had moved from 

Adelaide prior to 1857. Given small population of Woodside, Mt Charles, and Mt Barker in the 

Adelaide Hills, it is likely that the Logan family, including James Logan and second wife Christina 

Logan (née Rhul), along with their daughter Mary Ann Logan (c. 1840- became acquainted with 

the Baldock and Pratt families during this period. 

 

In the 1860s, while up in the district under the guardianship of James Pratt (1806-1893) and 

Christina Pratt1815-188), it is likely that he attended same school as Maria Jane Baldock (1856-

1949), the child of James and Jane Baldock. This school is thought to be Woodside Public School, 

which opened in 1857 Below is an image of Woodside's main taken in 1857, followed by a 

photograph of the school that Fred Maria Logan, nee Baldock, are believed to have attended 

during most of the 1860s (State Library of South, Woodside, B 23864, and B 890, Photograph): 
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In 1863, likely the year both young Fred and Maria first enrolled at “Mr. Howard’s School,” the 

school had 93 students registered (The South Australian Advertiser, Adelaide, South Australia, 

Thursday 12th November 1863, Page 3, Woodside School Examination): 
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William Henry Baldock 1859-1941, eldest son and primary heir and successor 

 

Information about family members' lives in the 1860s and 1870s is limited. Nevertheless, it is 

thought that the family remained in the Meadows District, likely on their dairy farming property at 

Woodside, situated on or near the boundary of nearby Charles, until they transferred the 

management of the property and other lands, along with farming and commercial interests, to their 

eldest surviving son, William Henry Baldock (1859-1941), who was also Maria's youngest brother. 

 

William Henry Baldock (1858-1941) was named after his late elder brother, William Baldock 

(1856-1858), who was Maria's twin. His parents, James Baldock (1816-1893) and Jane Baldock 

(1837-1919), retained full control of the prime properties and other real estate assets that James 

had acquired since arriving in the Colony of South Australia. Additionally, it is highly likely that 

James and Jane provided financial support to ensure the security and welfare of their nine 

surviving children—six sons and three daughters—after they married. 

 

The real estate and commercial assets of James and Jane Baldock, formerly Pratt, seem to be well-

managed by William. Evidence indicates that, aside from some distribution of James and Jane's 

wealth prior to James's in Jeparit in 1896, the major real estate holdings owned by Jane remained 

intact until her death in 1919. Instead of being liquidated in 1896 and divided among James's 

dependents, including his wife Jane and surviving adult children, Jane returned home to spend her 

final years in Woodside. Upon her passing, the significant property assets were retained as a 

portfolio and inherited traditionally by their eldest son, William Baldock (1859-1941), rather than 

being divided among the aggregated land holdings of James and Jane. 

 

New evidence indicates that after 1919, numerous land transactions involving the eldest son, 

William, led to a change in the location of the original Baldock land parcel, which had held for 

many years in the Adelaide Hills region, to a site more favoured William: 

 

     
 

Within 48 hours of William Henry Baldock's death in 1941, his beloved wife Fanny Tuck Baldock, 

née Rule also passed away. The couple, who both lived to be 82 years old, had retired several 

years earlier in Plympton/Glandore, South Australia: 

     



Guest-Logan-Baldock Family Line – An Australian History Spanning Three Centuries 

  

 10 

 

Plympton, the site of William and Fanny’s dairy farm, was situated just south of Adelaide's city 

centre. This prime location allowed Plympton to efficiently transport fresh milk and other dairy 

products to the people of Adelaide, unlike Woodside, which is located 38 kilometres directly east 

and farther from the city. Glendore, where William and Fanny eventually retired, is essentially in 

the same area as Plympton: 

 

 
 

The Guest families Logan-Baldock, Baldock-Pratt line’s settlement in Mount Gambier, 

South Australia 

 

Before May 29, 1880, it is clear that the maternal line of the researcher's Guest family, specifically 

the Logan-Baldock-Pratt lineage, was well established in Mount Gambier. While it is uncertain if 

James and Jane actually moved to Mount Gambier in 1880—coincides with their eldest son 

William turning 21 and possibly taking on farm management responsibilities—what is certain is 

that their eldest surviving child, Maria Jane Baldock (1856-1949), who later resided Jeparit, 

Victoria, married Fred Logan (1857-1921). Fred was also born in the Meadows District of South 

Australia specifically in Woodside/Mr. Charles, with his birth registered in Strathalbyn, SA. 

 

James and Jane Baldock, formerly known as Pratt, held onto their property and business interests 

in farming at Woodside/Mt Charles until at least 1919. Their descendants continue to have a 

notable presence in the Jeparit District of Victoria even today. Below is a facsimile of the marriage 

record for Fred Logan and Maria Baldock, which took place at the residence of James Pratt in 

Mount Gambier on May 29, 1880: 
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Fred was, in every sense, the adopted or foster son of James Pratt and Christina Pratt, originally 

named Logan, formerly Rhul. His biological mother, Mary Ann Richards (c. 184-), later became a 

widow and remarried adopting the name Mrs. Mary Ann Grogan, formerly Logan. There is no 

conclusive evidence to determine if Fred knew the truth about his birth. However, records show he 

is a direct descendant of James Logan, whom Fred may have believed to be his biological father, 

but in reality, he was his biological grandfather. It is certain that Fred’s biological mother, Mary 

Ann, is daughter of his grandfather James Logan (1806-1858). 

 

Momentarily deviating from the topic, Fred's birth mother, Mary Ann Grogan, formerly known as 

Richards and née Logan, is the present researcher’s second great-grandmother Logan, while her 

father, James Logan (1806-1858), is the researcher’s third great-grandfather Logan. 

 

Complex dynamics of family relationships shed light on the migration patterns of the Logan-

Baldock-Pratt family and their movements from the Adelaide Hills in South Australia to the 

Wimmera Plains in Western Victoria, particularly within the County of Lowan, in the 

Kaniva/Serviceton/Yanipy-Jeparit District. 

 

Records of both genealogical and geographical location nature strongly support the idea of 

clustered migrations among kinship family groups that played a crucial role in the establishment of 

the Colony of South Australia, as well as in Mount Gambier and the surrounding area within the 

County Lowan, Victoria. This evidence also reinforces the family's oral history, which suggests 

that early elders worked ensure the welfare and security of future generations. Over time, from 

1880 to the present, these family branches have become dispersed, stretching from areas just south 

of near Glendore/Plympton to the Meadows District, Mount Gambier, and include the matrilineal 

lineage significant to the history of Mount Gambier, Kilsby, and in County Lowan extending to 

Serviceton/Kaniva/Yanipy/Miram and Jeparit. 

 

In one of his biographies, Robert Gordon Menzies reflects on his childhood in the late 1890s, 

watching with his pioneer friends as family wagon trains arrived in Jeparit from South Australia. 

These inter-colonial migration events, from the Adelaide Hills through Mount Gambier onto 

Jeparit, are significant to the pioneering history of the researcher’s direct family line, well as the 

collateral Guest branch of the Guest family from Western Victoria, who also settled on the 

Wimmera Plains starting in 1874 via Casterton, and arrived in a similar manner surviving also the 

great flood of 1871. 

 

Fred and Maria Logan originally from Baldock, had a daughter named Florence Matilda Guest 

(1891-1968), who married Archie Guest (1866-1932). Archie likely moved to the district around 

1898 after having roamed Western Australia since 1891. Initially a railway clerk at the North 

Williamstown workshops, he preferred cooking and worked as shearer's cook and camp cook on 

various railway projects in the Wimmera area during the off-seasons. Archie spent several seasons 

cooking for his cousin and friend, Henry “William” Guest's farm in Horsham and Pimpinio near 

Jeparit. William was the father of David Lindsay Guest (1920-1943), after Archie and Florence 

named their son, Lindsay John Logan Guest (1928-1950), which is the source of middle name, 

Lindsay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guest-Logan-Baldock Family Line – An Australian History Spanning Three Centuries 

  

 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This page is intentionally left blank. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guest-Logan-Baldock Family Line – An Australian History Spanning Three Centuries 

  

 13 

 

David Lindsay Guest 1920-1943 of Pimpinio, near Jeparit  

2/2st Battalion, Gull Force, POW, Died Ambon, Indonesia 

 

Taking a moment to remember and honor cousin by degree, David Lindsay Guest 1920-1943 of 

Pimpinio, Wester Victoria near Jeparit, for his ultimate sacrifice, like Percy Logan 1885-1918 of 

the 1/21 Battalion and the last Australian soldier killed in action on Western Front on the 15th 

October 1918 (adjusted by the Australian Memorial Roll/University of NSW in Canberra in the 

Australian defence Force Academy research), David was posted to what is now known as Gull 

Force.  

 

He was captured as prisoner of war in the East Indies now known as present-day Indonesia. David 

like so many others there endured a slow, agonizing death at Ambon, where he was laid to rest.  

 

His passing undoubtedly shortened the lives of his parents, William (Henry) and Flora Guest, nee 

Barber (UK, Commonwealth War Graves, 1914-1921 and 1939-1947; Record details: Name: 

David Lindsay Guest; Gender: Male; Age: 22; Birth Date: 1920; Death Date: 12 December 1943; 

Cemetery: Ambon War Cemetery; Burial Country: Indonesia; Special Forces attestation (Transfer 

Of Service [T.O.S]; Regimental Number: VX.28286; Region or Memorial: Indonesia; Father: 

Henry William Guest [1878-1930]; Mother: Flora Guest [1887-1933] [Barber]). No doubt, his 

death, shorten the life of his parents Henry and Flora Guest); 

 

 
 

David’s siblings, the present researcher’s cousins by degree, are: William Robert Guest 1914-

1993; Albert James Guest 1917-1993; Ronald Herbert Guest 1919-1996; and Gwenda “Wendy” 

Guest 1924-1972). Another cousin, and the present researcher’s contemporary and collaborator for 

restoring the Guest family records for Western Victoria, David James Guest, is the current holder 

of the Guest farm at Pimpinio, around 1000 acres is size and David the younger is the nephew of 

David Lindsay Guest, and son of Albert “James” Guest 1917-1993.   
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This is the same farm the present researchers grandfather Archie Guest 1866-1932, helped his 

cousin, Henry “William” Guest 1878-1930 work during the period 1897-1912, and how Archie 

came to meet his future wife Florence Matilda Logan 1891-1968, of nearby Jeparit, later 

Melbourne.  
 

Submitted below are other memorials (cards) dedicated to David’s supreme sacrifice (photograph 

Guest family trove):  
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The Veterans’ of 2/21st Battalion’s Gull Force Nominal Roll complied by Gull Force Association 

member, Paul Liversidge, lists David to whom Liversidge sourced his records from Courtney 

Harrison's Book, Ambon Island of Mist: 
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Images of the following plaques dedicated to David’s 2/21st Battalion were sourced from the Gull 

Force Association:  
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David’s short but bright and successful life biography, pre-War 

 

David grew up on the Guest family farm at Pimpinio now held by is grandnephew David James 

Guest. 

 

David “Lindsay” Guest 1940-1943 served with the 2/21st Infantry Battalion formed on 11th July 

1940 as part of the 23rd Brigade of the 8th Division. He was sent to Ambon (Indonesia), then 

Netherlands, East Indies (Indonesia) disembarking on the 17th December 1941 as part of the Gull 

Force (Refer: also, the Gull Force Nominal Roll entry for David). He went missing on the 2nd 

February 1942 and was identified 15 days later as a Prisoner of War (POW) held by the Japanese 

at Ambon.  

 

He became ill and was admitted to the care of Captain J Ewhart, M.D; and David's condition 

worsened despite the best care possible given the conditions. David died on the 12th December 

1943 from dysentery. David was never given the time to marry and was without issue when he 

died aged only 22 years, but has never been forgotten by his nephews, nieces and cousins of rising 

generations.  

 

David struck down in his prime, aged 22 years, was an exceptional young farmer and scholar. A 

bright future in agriculture laid ahead for him. Aged 18 years on the 24th February 1938, he beat 

12 other finalists to win the inaugural Council of Agriculture Victoria (CAEV) scholarship for the 

young farmer of the year award.  

 

Pre-war he was a prize-winning agricultural scholar. He was awarded the a 3-year enrolment at 

Longerenong Agricultural College, founded in 1889 and continuing this day, as part of the 

University of Melbourne to qualify in agricultural sciences. Longerenong is situated nearby to 

where David was raised at the Guest family farmland at Pimpinio, and also nearby to his cousin’s 

farmland at Kalkee, Western Victoria, near Horsham. The Guest family still holds these lands, 

with prior land transfers back to 1874 on the Wimmera Plains and 1871 in Casterton, further south. 

 

 

David Lindsay Guest 1920-1943, is pictured below just prior to enlistment as a student as 

Longerenong Agricultural College, Western Victoria, 1938. He was then aged 18 years and 

pictured far left (Image source: Longerenong Agricultural College, Victoria): 
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Below, far left David is further pictured undertaking practical skills training as he prepared to help 

his father Henry manage their farming properties at Horsham and Pimpinio, Western Victoria 

(Image source: Longerenong Agricultural College, Victoria): 
 

 
 

David and his siblings’ parents William and Flora Guest, nee Barber both died young and when 

their children were all still in their youth. They could not foresee, what would become of their 

youngest son David. William died in 1930 when David was ten years old, Mother Flora three years 

later expired, aged only 46 years old. First born son William took the reins and was subsequently 

assisted by his younger sibling. All Guest children had a short childhood and learned to fend 

together and manage the family farm, a large sheep and wheat agriculture property, to which David 

in his early youth was a willing and hard-working member. 

 

Below is an image of William and Flora Guest’s headstone erected by their kids and their final 

resting place is Pimpinio Cemetery to whom I had the honour recently to visit to pay respect: 

Name:  Henry William Guest; Gender: Male; Birth Date: 23 December 1878; Birth Place: 

Warracknabeal, Pimpinio; Victoria, Australia; Death Date: 26 February 1930; Death Place: 

Pimpinio, near Jeparit, Horsham Rural City, Victoria, Australia; Cemetery: Pimpinio Cemetery; 

Burial or Cremation Place Pimpinio, Horsham Rural City, Victoria, Australia; Father: William 

James Guest, Bangerang, near Warracknabeal; Mother: Jane Guest, ee Penberthy; Spouse: Flora 

Guest, nee Barber, died 26th July 1933): 
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Spanning three centuries – Guest’s Logan-Baldock-Pratt family remaining connected 

to place, Adelaide Hills to Jeparit Region of Western Victoria   

 
Referring back to the Logan-Baldock-Pratt maternal line flowing to the Guest of Melbourne, it is 

worth noting that James and Jane Baldock, née Pratt, have descendants who lived in these areas for 

generations. Their legacy endures in both the Adelaide Hills South Australia and the Jeparit region 

of Western Victoria. Since 1840, the family history has been part of Australia, with a lineage that 

now spans three centuries. 

 

Some present-day family members still farm the land linked to James and Jane Baldock’s original 

land holdings in Woodside, in the Meadows District of the Adelaide Hills.   

 

This comparative analysis of geographical and genealogical evidence sheds light on the changes in 

residence over the years. For instance, James Baldock (1816-1896) was buried in Jeparit by lay 

preacher James Menzies, but is still honoured as a prominent citizen of Woodside, South Australia, 

and his wife Jane returned to Woodside for her burial.  

 

Additional family records, including obituaries, highlight later generations such as Raymond 

Vernon Baldock (1896-1918), who was born in Jeparit throughout his state school years went to 

stay with his uncle and aunt manging his grandparents farm at Woodside and went to the 

Woodside and Renwick School. He returned home after his study and WWI intervened tragically 

for him and his family.  

 

When he was killed in action. On the 20th September 2020, about 50 years or so after his 

grandparents James and Jane Baldock and Pratt, and in-laws, uncle by marriage Fred Logan and 

aunt by blood Maria Logan, nee Baldock first in Mount Gambier, then elders of Jeparit, Victoria, 

where Ray was raised, the community of Woodside mourned him as one of their own lost to WWI.  

 

Mount Gambier, South Australia is nested near the Victorian border, reflects a small migration 

cluster that has moved further east over the generations. 

 

Progressive migration leading to settlement of the Guest families, Logan-Baldock line 

in Jeparit  

  
James Baldock 1816-1893 and Jane Baldock 1837-1919, nee Pratt, married in Adelaide on the 

27th June 1855 (Australia Marriage Index, 1788-1949; Record details – Name: James Baldock; 

Marriage Date: 27th June 1855; Marriage Place:  Residence of James Pratt Adelaide, South 

Australia; Registration Place : Adelaide, South Australia, Australia; Spouse: Jane Pratt; Page 

number: 544; Volume Number: 22).  

 

They went on to have many children, as did their first-born, Maria Jane Baldock 1856-1949 and 

husband Fred Logan 1857-1921. Jane was a generation younger than her beloved husband James 

suggesting James may have been a widow. Other firm evidence with time stamps to Yanipy 

Victoria in 1883, makes certain that the 7 Baldock children enrolled on the opening of the Yanipy 

School in 1883 were James Baldock’s biological children because no other male Baldock was of 

that place in 1883 and James children born to his young wife Jane Pratt did not have children or if 

they did, they could not have been of school age. This matter will subsequently be revisited. 

 

It is Maria, first born of James and Jane Baldock, nee Pratt who married Fred Logan and it is they 

who are the present researcher’s great grandparents. Maria and Fred were both born in the 

Meadows area of Adelaide Hills and as children called Mount Gambier home, and later after being 

married settled in Kaniva/Yanipy, whereby became a very small village, which can be found 

wedged between Kaniva and Serviceton and not far from Jeparit.  

 

 

 



Guest-Logan-Baldock Family Line – An Australian History Spanning Three Centuries 

  

 20 

 

They migrated to the area at the same time as all Maria’s other full siblings, bar one, William 

Henry Baldock 1859-1941, and also as it appears some of her half sibling brothers, to whom first 

names cannot be provided yet. It is their offspring, seven in total, who are the (7) Baldock children 

enrolled in 1883 when the Yanipy School opened.   

 

All of these local places Yanipy/Kaniva, Serviceton and Jeparit of significance to the researcher 

Guest family maternal line Logan-Baldock-Pratt are in the County of Lowan in the Colony of 

Victoria. That said, until 1902, Serviceton, Victoria was in “disputed territory” argued about by the 

two colonial governments South Australia and Victoria, along a strip of land running north to 

south along in what is the border land steeled in 1902 by the Privy Coucal to be part of the State of 

Victoria explained simply as a rectangular vertical band stretching from the southern to northern 

western edge of Victoria and banded vertically for 3 miles or 4 kilometres, in east west direction.  

 

Below Maria Jane Logan 1856-1949, nee Baldock’s siblings, born after her and presented in order 

of their birth year are and their r further movements across colony lines. Some moving back and 

forth from the Meadows District in the Adelaide Hills South Australia to the County of Lowan 

Victoria. They are the present researcher’s great uncles and aunts: 

 
• William Henry Baldock 1859–1941, William remained in South Australia and died there in 1941 

succeeding to his father’s lands and holding a not insignificant parcel by the time of his demise. 

William married Fanny Tuck Rule 1859–1941 in Adelaide. They had issue. He managed his 

parents James and Jane Baldock’s Adelaide Hills properties when they moved through Mount 

Gambier South Australia to acquire further property assets in Kaniva/Yanipy Victoria along what 

has long been referred to by the County of Lowan as Baldock-Grosser Road Silverton and Yanipy.  

• Henry Baldock 1861–1939 migrated and married in 1892, in Victoria, local girl Edith Ann 

Billingham 1867-1945, daughter of William Billingham and Sophie, nee Jones (Australia Marriage 

Index, 1788-1949; Record details – Name: Henry Baldock; Marriage Date: 1892; Marriage Place: 

Victoria; Registration Date: 1892; Registration Place: Victoria, Australia; Spouse: Edith Ann 

Billingham; Registration Number: 7328). They held from 1888 in Yanipy their own house and land. 

Their known children are: Ernest Roy Baldock 1893-1975; Albert James Baldock 1896-1966; and 

Edna May Billingham Baldock 1909–. 

• Friedrich “Fred” Baldock 1863–1915 died in South Australia of Encephalitis. Frederick Baldock 

(Birth: 1863; Death: 26 Aug 1915, 52 years, Adelaide City, South Australia, Australia; Burial: West 

Terrace Cemetery; Adelaide, Adelaide City, South Australia, Australia;  Show Map: GPS-Latitude: 

-34.9358334, Longitude: 138.5884722; Plot: Road 5; Road 2, Site W17). Probably died unmarried 

and without issue. 

• Anne Baldock 1865–1955 married in 1907 in Woodside, South Australia George Jeffrey Sampson 

1855–1921, son of Alexander Sampson. It is known from other documented evidence and cross 

checks with further paper trails made in Mount Gambier in 1880, for daughter Maria and husband 

Fred Logan, James and Jane Baldock probably settled at Kaniva/Yanipy before 1883, probably 

around 1880/1. This would mean Anne, aged 16 in 1881 and/or 18 years in 1883, probably 

remained living and working on the Woodside farm and associated interests in the district of 

Meadows South Australia along with her elder brother William Henry Baldock 1859-1941, who in 

tuned in 1881 was 25 years old and 27 years old in 1883. 

• Alfred Baldock 1868–1943 travelled with his parents onto to Kaniva/Yanipy before 1883 and then 

settled in Jeparit, where his elder sister Maria and brother-in-law Fred Logan also settled in 1891. 

Alfred married local girl Louisa Albina Marian Perry 1872–1933 in Jeparit, in 1893. They are the 

parents of Raymond Vernon Baldock 1894–1917 (unmarried without issue); Olive Evelyn Doris 

Baldock 1895–1961 = Archibald Lampard 1887–1961; Alfred Clive Baldock 1897–1988 = Eva 

May Witney 1898-1961; Robert William Baldock 1904–1987 = Elizabeth Ivy Violet Peters 1907–

1981; Beryl Isabel Baldock 1905–1926 = Norman Stanley Robson 1899–1941; Victor Keith 

Baldock 1908–1952 = Gladys Florence Chaplin 1911–1988; Walpole Vivian Desmond Baldock 

1914–1992 = Norma Pearle Chaplin 1915-2001). 

• Arthur Baldock 1870–1942 = Margaret Mary Murnane 1881–1955, also settled in Victoria before 

1883 with his parents and younger siblings. He married in 1903 Margaret of Wail between 

Dimboola and Horsham. They settled in Ouyen holding their own farm. Outen is about 122 

kilometres north east of Yanipy/Kaniva.  

 

Continued… 

 

https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2232060/west-terrace-cemetery
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2232060/west-terrace-cemetery
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=-34.9358334,138.5884722&spn=0.004205,0.005249
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Emily “Em” Baldock 1872–1957, the younger sibling of Maria Jane Logan, 1856-1949, nee 

Baldock, journeyed to Kaniva/Yanipy/Miram as a youngster aged perhaps no older than 8-10 when 

her parents settled in Yanipy, Victoria. Emily however married Edwin Herbert Bottrill 1874–1949 

of Strathalbyn, South Australia where Fred Logan’s birth was registered and died in the ancestral 

Colony of South Australia homeland of Woodside, South Australia a little further to the north of 

Strathalbyn. When husband Edwin “Herb” died his obituary recognised: 
 

“The death occurred at the Onkaparinga Hospital, Woodside, on August 8th, [1849] of Mr. Edwin 

Herbert Bottrill, at the age of 75 years. The late Mr. Bottrill was a well-known and respected citizen 

of Woodside where he had resided for a great number of years. He was a popular and regular 

attendant at all cattle sales at Woodside. He leaves a widow, one son (Gordon) and one daughter 

(Carrie). His remains were interred in the Strathalbyn cemetery (The Mount Barker Courier and 

Onkaparinga and Gumeracha Advertiser, South Australia, Thursday 11th August 1949, Page 6, 

Woodside).  
 

        
 

The researcher’s aunt Matilda “Emma” Guest 1918-1982, is believed to have been named after her 

grand aunt, “Em” whereby despite Emily Botrill, nee Baldock residing in different states. 

1881 bid for land at Kaniva/Yanipy, Victoria by Henry Baldock 1861-1939 of Woodside, SA  
 

Albert John Baldock 1875–1949 = Gertrude Maria Billingham 1875–1952. Albert also after he 

married Gertude Maria Billingham of Robe South Australia in Victoria in 1900, they remained for 

some time to raise his family in Jeparit. Sophy Jane Baldock their daughter Sophy Jane Baldock 

1903-1986, born Rainbow and died Jeparit, married Robert Leslie Dyer and settled in Kaniva to 

live among close relatives Baldock.  Sophy’s brother Harold William Harold James Baldock, 

married Ivy Ellen Lock and settled and died in Denmark, West Australia. The parents of Gertrude 

also called Kaniva home, but settled in Sebastopol, Ballarat Victoria. William, Gertude father died 

in Kaniva and his body was returned to Ballarat and he rests there with wife Sophy Billingham, 

nee Jones also born South Australia.  
 

Henry Baldock 1861-1939 no doubt coached by father James Baldock 1816-1896 applied for land 

at Yanipy, Victoria in 1881. It was not until 1887 he was granted property and began to make good 

his land and establish dwellings etc on the property. Every indication is that he was joined on his 

new property at Yanipy by his younger brother Alfred Baldock; and co-currently by his brother-in-

law Fred Logan and elder sister Maria Logan, nee Baldock.  

 

Certain is that Alfred and Fred assisted with all matters of construction to make the property fit for 

habitation and survival. It is suspected that after erecting huts or cottages on the land long known 

to be Baldock Grosser Road Serviceton/Yanipy, Maria and Fred’s Kids joined the men on the 

property leaving the residence they shared as it seems with Mariad, Alfred and Henry‘s parents, 

James and Jane Baldock at nearby Kaniva.  

 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/148085448
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/148085448
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/148085448
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Once Henry was able to live off his land so to speak, and carve out an existence making his land 

good, satisfying Land Board requirements, his parents James and Jane, along with Fred, Maria, the 

kids and Alfred, settled in the town of Jeparit by 189, swelling the towns numbers to no more than 

55 people in 1890/91. 

 

Jeparit and Kaniva/Yanipy and from Jeparit to Dimboola were well serviced by a regular short 

coach trip or horse. 

 

Next is Florence’s parents, Frederick and Maria’s marriage certificate (Australia Marriage Index, 

1788-1949; Name: Frederick Logan; Marriage Date: 29 May 1880; Marriage Place: Res of James 

Pratts Mount Gambier, South Australia; Registration Place; Grey, South Australia, Australia; 

Father: James Logan; Spouse: Maria Baldock; Spouse Father: James Baldock; Page number: 885; 

Volume Number: 123): 
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Historical legacy of the photographic artifacts left by Maria, 1936, 80th birthday in Jeparit 
 

Some valuable photographic heirlooms survived the present researcher’s great grandmother Maria 

Jane Logan 1856-1949, nee Baldock’s 80th birthday celebration arranged by her six daughters and 

held at “Riverside” the family home of her son Alfred Baldock 1868-1943 in Jeparit. The 

celebrations attended by most of the town’s folk captured a snippet of Maria surrounded by family 

and friends. The cropped photograph of Maria is submitted below: 

 

               
 

Pictured below left and right is the present researcher’s great grandmother Maria Jane Logan 1856-

1949, nee Baldock. Maria is first shown aged about 65 years old circa 1921. Her clothing appears 

to have been made in the 1900-1910 style and falls in the time band worn in 1921 in Jeparit. It is 

further likely the photograph was taken at home and the estimate further accords with the demise 

of the present researcher great grandfather’s death in 1921. The image of Maria on the right was 

taken near end of life circa 1940 some twenty years later: 
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That same day, believed to be Saturday the 29th August, 1936, Maria and her late husband Fred 

Logan 1957-1921, son Charles Cecil Stanley Logan 1894-1979 was captured in a single 

photographic shot. With the building in the background and gardens in the foreground Cliff was 

probably pictured visiting the War Memorial in Jeparit which remembers his brother Percy Logan 

(William Percy Logan 1885-1918), and cousin Ray Vernon Baldock (1894-1917):  

 

 
 

Florence, daughter Tilly in 1936 aged 18 years, Jack aged near 14 years, 10 months and youngest 

child of Florence and her late husband Archie Guest, Lindsay John Logan Guest 1928-1950, made 

the journey from Melbourne to attend Maria’s 80th birthday in 1936. Florence’s older sons, Percy 

aged 23 years, Cliff, aged 20 probably also attended.      

 

Pictured below is the present researcher’s aunt Tilly born Matilda Emma Guest 1918-1982, named 

Emma after her aunt Em (Emily) Botrill 1872-1957, nee Baldock, late of Woodside, South 

Australia who married Edward Herbert Bottrill 1874-1949: 
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Aunt Em, as she was affectionally referred did not have any children. She however a loving and 

adored step mother of Edward’s biological daughter from a previous marriage, Carrie Bottrill 

1919-2000. Aunt Em is pictured below and is Maria beloved sister: 

 

 
 

Referring back to the wonderful photo of Tilly and assumed cousins of various degrees, it is 

possible the young women found second from the right is Carrie, or alternatively fitting the 

demographic, another of Maria and Em’s brother WilliamHenry Baldock 1859-1941 and wife 

Fanny Tuck Baldock 1859-1941, nee Rules granddaughter, Vida May Anderson 1919-1996. Vida 

is the daughter of Emma Jane Anderson 1887-1966, nee Baldock, daughter of William and Fanny.  

 

Whilst still cautioning the reader this present researcher is making his best guess based on the 

occasion, location and a demographic match of those pictured together above, second from the left 

maybe Peggy Doris Bowditch 1920–1965, daughter of Annie May Baldock 1892-1969, nee 

Baldock, another daughter of William Henry Baldock, nee Rule. The best guess for the fourth 

female far right is the daughter of Maria, Em and William’s brother Henry Baldock 1861-1939 and 

wife Edith Ann Baldock 1867-1945, nee Billingham of nearby Kaniva, Edna May Billingham 

Baldock 1909-1991. 

 

Nonetheless, Tilly is found far left pictured enjoying herself with the three other young women out 

the front of a home in Jeparit in 1936 held by her uncle, widow Alfred Baldock 1868-1943 the 

husband of the late Louisa Albina Marian Baldock 1872-1933. 

 

Alfred and Louisa Baldock owned and operated a successful farm nearby at Tullyvea, and are 

assumed to have retired to the residence in Jeparit the named “Riverside.” It is their son Arthur 

Clive Baldock who succeeded to the Baldock family farm probably first as farm manger before 

ownership.  Alfred, one of Florences Matilda Guest 1891-1968, nee Logan’s older brothers, and 

Alfred Clive Baldock 1897-1988, Florence’s nephew.  

 

Alfred and Louisa by all accounts did well financially. Despite this tragedy fell upon them in 1917 

when their beloved first born child Ray Vernon Baldock 1894-1917 killed in action in Belgium. 

The year prior they were involved perhaps Jeparit’s first motor vehicle/pedestrian collision which 

carried over into court actions involving them and their second born son Clive the following year. 

This overlapped the period when the Western Front in Europe raged and their son Ray became 

silent in correspondence, then missing. 

 

The motor vehicle/pedestrian accident happened on the 21st April 1916. Son Alfred “Clive” 

Baldock 1897-1988 was travelling with his parents in their newly purchased motor car which was 

less than two months old. Whereby father Alfred had self-learned to drive the car hit a pedestrian, 

Mr. Andrew Fidock, who was found to be crossing the riverside bridge at Jeparit.  
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 Motor Car Accident, Jeparit, Andrew Fidock v Clive and Alfered Baldock  

(Nhill Free Press, Victoria, Friday 15 June 1917, Page 2, Nhill County Court) 
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Fred and Maria Logan, nee Baldock’s children 

 

Below is Florence Matilda Guest 1891-1968 birth record (Parents are Frederick Logan 1857-1921 

&^ Maria Jane Baldock 1856-1949). They had eleven children and adopted Ivy May Guest Logan 

(1911-1914). Below is Florence’s birth record Australia Birth Index, 1788-1922 (Name: Florence 

Matilda Logan; Birth Date: Abt 1890; Birth Place: Nhill, Victoria; Registration Year: 1890; 

Registration Place: Victoria, Australia: Father: Frederick Logan; Mother: Maria Baldock; 

Registration Number: 25914): 

 

 
 

In total Florence was one of ten children born to Fred and Maria Jane Baldock, nee Logan, and 

born sixth in order of birth: 

 

• James Frederick Logan (1881-1957) = Edith Louisa Chiselett (1883-1945). James and 

Edith Logan had five children, Florences nephews and nieces, and first maternal cousins of 

the researcher’s father, Jack Guest (1921-1987): 

 

• Clifton James Logan (1918-1985) = Gertrude Maude O'Brien (1918-1992) born 

Western Australia (Gertrude has two sister and may have a brother). 

• Roy Leslie Logan (1919-) = Marion Edith Robson (1917-). 

• Eva Lillian Logan (1921-2012) had 11 children (First born Jeffery Raymond died 

1940, half-brother of Mark Gough and Robert O’Brien, father Les Gough. Robert has 

three full siblings, all adopted out. Three further half siblings were also adopted out 

through Eva’s union with Thomas Singleton (Informant Robert O’Brien).   

• Ruby Isabel Logan (1923-1993) = Edward James Pitt (1919-1990). 

• Pearl Louise Logan (1925-) = Michael Frederick Pitt (1916-1987). 

 

• Frederick Ernest Logan (1882-1934) = Christina Augustine Dalling (1878–1957). 

• Christina Maude Logan (1883-1972) = Allan Ansell (1886–1931). Had issue. 

• William Percy Logan (1885-1918) Killed in Action, France (Unmarried and without 

children). 

• Elsie Emily Logan (1888-1977) = George Ansell (1877–1943). 

• Florence Matilda Logan (1890-19680 = Archie Guest 1866-1932) of Hotham Melbourne 

and Shearer/Shearer’s cook, 2nd cousin of William James Guest, Guest’s Pimpinio Station, 

near Jeparit/Dimboola. 

• Annie Jane Logan (1893-1961) = Thomas John Donovan (1879-1940). Had issue. 

• Charles Albert Stanley Logan (1894-1979) = Winifred Eliza Penglase (1898-1972). Had 

issue. 

• Clifton Baldock Logan (1896-1966) = Winifred Maud Windust (1899-1985). Had at least 

one child, Constance. 

• Ivy Bertha Logan (1897-1987) = Arthur William Foote (1892-1956) of Silverton. Had 

issue. 

• Alice Lillian May Logan (1900-1985) = Arthur Frederick Miatke (1899-1985). Had issue. 
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Florence and Archie Guest’s children 

 

Jack Guest 1921-1987 the present researcher’s father  

 

The present researcher, John L.R. Guest (1960-) father, Jack Guest 1921-1987, is the second youngest 

child of Archibald and Florence Guest, nee Logan’s, six children (Victoria Registration of Birth, Deaths 

and Marriages; Birth Registration, 1921; Second Schedule’ Births in the District of North Carlton in the 

State of Victoria; Registered by Nominee, Richard Sheil; Registration Number: 29301 When: 1st 

October, 1921; Father: Archibald Guest (Occupation Cook); Married 8th December, 1917; Previous 

issue: Matilda, aged 3 years; Mother: Florence Matilda Guest, formerly Logan, born Yanaky, Victoria;  

When and Where born: 1st October, 1921; 26 Earl Street, Carlton, Victoria Ward, Melbourne, County 

of Bourke):  

 

 
 

Florence and Archie Guest (1866-1932) six children: 

 

• Ivy May Logan (1911-1914) adopted by Florence’s parents.   

• Percy James Guest (1913-1968). 

• Clifton Henry Guest (1916-1979). 

• Matilda Emma Guest (1918-1982). 

• Jack Guest (1921-1987). 

• Lindsay John Logan Guest (1928-1950). 
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Below is the evidence-based trace of John L.R. Guest (1960-) direct descent from Frederick Logan 

(1810-1859) and Maria Baldock: 

 

Frederick Logan 1857-1921 = Maria Baldock 1857-1949 

Great-grandparents 

Frederick is the son of James Logan and Christina Logan, nee Ruhl, and later 

remarried after James’s death and known as Lady Christina Pratt 

Australia Marriage Index, 1788-1949; Name: Frederick Logan; Marriage Date: 

29 May 1880; Marriage Place: Res of James Pratts Mount Gambier, South 

Australia; Registration Place: Grey, South Australia, Australia; Father: James 

Logan; Spouse: Maria Baldock; Spouse Father: James Baldock; Page number; 

885; Volume Number: 123) 

Florence Matilda Guest 1890-1968 = Archibald Guest 1866-1932 

Grandparents 

Florence’s daughter of Frederick Logan and Maria Pratt, sister of Anne Jane 

Logan et al 

(Australia Birth Index, 1788-1922; Name: Florence Matilda Logan; Birth Date: 

Abt 1890; Birth Place: Nhill, Victoria; Registration Year: 1890; Registration 

Place; Victoria, Australia; Father: Frederick Logan; Mother: Maria Baldock; 

Registration Number: 25914). 

Jack Guest 1921-1987 = Norma Irene Hay 1932-2021 

Parents 

Son of Florence Matilda Logan and Archibald Guest 

John Lindsay Robert Guest = Elizabeth Ellen Guest, nee Jusic  

John is the son of Jack Guest and Norma Hay 
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School days and the war years for the pioneer boys of Jeparit 

 
Florence and her siblings were all born over the course of a 20-year period. First born was James 

Frederick Logan in 1881 and last born in 1900 was youngest Alice Lillian May Logan 1900–1985. 

 

Florence’s eldest brother James Logan (1881-1957), after being schooled at Jeparit for as an older 

pupil, from 1890/1 to 1895, later made his way to Mt Gambier, South Australia and later returned 

to Jeparit where he is laid to rest: 

 

 
 

Any one aware of modern Australian history and politics would be prompted to consider the 

relationship of the Guests family’s Jeparit Logan-Baldock family had with the Menzie family of 

the same time and place in Jeparit. Particularly given Jeparit was, and still is a tiny town. 

 

Historically significant in Australia is Australia’s longest serving Prime Minister Rober Gordan 

Menzies 1894-1978 born and educated through his boyhood years in Jeparit. 
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Close bonds continued from the time the Menzies arrived and remained constant throughout the 

years of the Great war and beyond. Circumstances of World War One impacted in a major way for 

the Logan and Baldock family and the Menzies family rallied to give their Jeparit family friends 

particularly Alfred and Louisa Baldock substantially help to learn the fate of their first-born son 

Ray, among Bobby Menzies closest boyhood friends at Jeparit State School. 

 

Firstly, and for context, the present researcher’s grandmother Florence Guest 1890-1968, nee 

Logan, along with all of her younger siblings and Baldock cousins all completed school at the 

same time, overlapping with Robert Menzies who they fondly referred to as Bobby Menzies. 

 

They, the Logans, the Baldock’s and the Menzies were all educated by Mr John Livingston senior 

in a one teacher/once classroom school and made up a significant part of the school population.  

 

Florence’s brother Charlie and cousin Ray, in all sense and purpose were brothers, were enrolled 

the same day as Bobby into the Jeparit State School on July 1 1888, all 4 to 5 years old. Prior in 

1889, when the Logan and Baldock families arrived to live at Jeparit there were less than 12 

buildings in the town. 

 

The place was known as Lake Hindmarsh until changed in 1889 to Jeparit. 

 

By the time the Menzies family arrived in 1893 not much more than 55 people called Jeparit home. 

The Menzies, Logan’s and Baldock’s all lived in the same type of small wooden cottages cluster 

together nearby to the corner of Roy and Charles Streett (c.f., Gorman, Z, 2022, p20, The Young 

Menzies – Success, Failure, Resilience 1894-1942).  

 

Gorman2022, further recognises that he learned by the telling of Bobby Menzies that when Robert 

Menzies left the school in 1905 for Ballarat to advance his education Jeparit school had no more 

than 40 pupils.  

 

Beyond the typical Menzies story of Jeparit 

 

Little needs to be repeated about the extraordinary life of Bobby Menzies, but left untold until now 

is his close pioneer boyhood mates and their entwined World War one experience with Bob 

Menzies and his father James. It James who emerges as hero four the Guest’s Logan-Baldock 

family and this is not to diminish in any way affection for Bobby who worked to inform his father 

in the spring of 1917 to have action taken by the AIF to determine the plight of his dear boyhood 

friend, Ray Baldock 1894-1917, and Ray, to whom James Menzies had a great deal of time for:  
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Below is a popular shown school photograph taken of young Bobby Menzies. The 1900school 

photograph also captures Charles (Charlie) Logan 1894-1979; Robert (Bobby) Menzies (1894-

1978) and Ray (Raymond) Baldock (1894-1917). They were the same age thereabouts and about 6 

years old when the photograph was taken. 

 

Charles is pictured far left in the middle row and caught by the camera with a rather grim 

expression; next to him, left of middle, is Robert (Bobby) Menzies. Seated next to him making the 

boys sitting three in a row, is Raymond (Ray) Baldock:  

 

 
 

Bobby’s sister Belle, is believed to be pictured from right of picture along with her best friend at 

the time living in Jeparit, Annie Jane Donovan 1993-1961, nee Logan, Florence’s much loved next 

youngest sister, seated middle front row. Youngster Annie Baldock is the present researcher’s 

grand aunt, whilst Charles is a grand uncle and Ray, a first cousin, twice removed.  

 

Bobby Menzies left Jeparit for Ballarat for the start of the school year 1907, aged 11 years and 

among his mates brothers, Charles and Cliff, and their cousin Ray, was sadly missed (Punch 

Magazine, Melbourne 1908, p13): 
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Bobby’s friend Ray is listed killed in action on the Jeparit School Roll of Honour, along with 

Charlie Logan’s older brother also killed in action. Charles like Bobby did not serve. Further 

bound together for eternity made by WWI history are other family members a little older, namely 

Percy Logan, and Bobby’s older brothers Lez and Frank Menzies. They too are listed as is the 

Livingston boys who are sons of Jeparit State School teacher, Mr. John Livingston senior: 

 

 
 

The Livingston boys are George Livingston 1892- 1972 of the 14th Battalion/13th Reinforcement; 

Gunner Alexander Livingston 1890-1950 of the 3rd Artillery Brigade; and Douglas Livingston 

1897-1976, 8th Battalion. They are further remembered also on the Jeparit honour board unfurled 

by Australia’s longest serving Prime Minister Robert Gordon Menzies in Jeparit on armistice day 

(Remembrance Day) Sunday 11th November, 1951, for those serving aboard in harm’s way during 

WWI. 
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Revealed from the military records for the present researcher’s relatives submitted in full below, is 

the extent to which James Menzies, a dear friend of Ray’s father Alfed Baldock and also Fred and 

Maria Logan (Alfred’s sister), rallied to assist his friends in Jeparit in their time.  
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The Great War and the Great Friends of the Logan-Baldock Family - the Menzies 

 

Percy Logan (William Percy Logan, 1885-1918) – grand uncle   

 

Grand uncle Percy Logan served first in Egypt. He was engaged with the 21st Infantry Battalion. 

The 21st was made up of roughly 1,000 men, with four battalions grouped together to form broader 

brigades. The 21st Battalion was raised in Victoria in February 1915 and formed part of the 6th 

Brigade. The men landed at Gallipoli on 7 September where they maintained defences of ANZAC 

Cove until their evacuation in December 1915.  

 

While engaged predominantly in carrying duties at the Battle of Pozieres, the battalion suffered 

heavily in the fighting around Mouquet Farm. The following year, they joined in the Second Battle 

of Bullecourt and the three-kilometre advance that captured Broodseinde Ridge, east of Ypres. In 

1918, the 21st helped halt the advance of the German Spring Offensive and joined in a number of 

battles that marked the beginning of Germany’s defeat. Australian infantry marching near Amiens, 

August 1918, ‘Australians in France’ 1916 (Courtesy: Australian War Memorial): 
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The Jeparit and broader community in the County of Lowan District Victoria were informed of 

Percy’s enlistment by the Nhill Free Press on Friday 9th July 1915. The recognise he, aged 20 

years was occupied as labourer at Lorquon, about 20 kilometres directly west from Jeparit (Nhill 

Free Press, Victoria, Friday 9th July 1915, Page 2, The Call to Colours: 

 

 
 

Percy was first recorded to have been killed in the filed during the Batlle of Montbrehain on the 5th 

October 1918 exactly three years to the day after he embarked for service abroad on the 5th 

October 1915. 

 

Subsequent fresh evidence by the University of NSW at the Australian Defence Force Academy 

uncover his adjusted death date of the 15th October 1918 necessitating a review and update by the 

Australian War Memorial (AWM) to amend his death, killed in action, 15th October 1918. The 

AWM long believed Percy was one of the last, if not the last Australian soldier killed on the 

Western Front in WWI, they had his death marked as the 5th October 1918 and killed in the Battle 

of Montbrehain. Percy was first buried at Ramiecourt Communal Cemetery. His body was 

exhumed and he was finally laid to rest at Tincourt New British Cemetery, Tincourt France. 

 

Submitted below is the adjusted record published by the Australian War Memorial recently for the 

present researcher’s grand uncle William “Percy” Logan 1885-1918 of Jeparit, Victoria:  

 

 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/129566241/14847712
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The Warracknabeal Herald, Victoria, owned by the near neighbour of both the Logan and Baldock 

families of Jeparit, Mr Sidney Sampson, brother-in-law of James Menzies, MLA, published the 

following account of Percy’s death on Tuesday 5th November 1918, Page 3, Australia’s Honor 

Roll:  

 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/132768990
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It was the expert research team at UNSW Canberra at the Australian Defence Force Academy who 

recently uncovered Percy’s personal situation; finding absolute that he survived the Batlle of M 

which raged on the 5th October 1918.  They uncovered by evidence they had as their disposal that 

in fact Percy was killed in action, ten days later on the 15th October 1918. This finding made him 

clearly the last soldier to fall on the Western Front in WWI: 
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Percy and Cliff’s mother Maria, remained in constant communication with the Military to ensure 

Percy’s final resting place in France was secured and he would be recognised. Correspondence was 

initially directed to the present researcher’s great grandfather Fred Logan. Just prior to Fred’s 

death in 1921, no doubt Fred’s death hastened by the grief of the loss of his son Percy, and 

subsequently his nephew Ray Baldock 1894-1917, of Jeparit. When Fred died, widow Maria, 

stepped in and managed the painful process of administration to their son’s exhumation and 

reburials as well and headstone and other recognition for the deceased son:  
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As written previously above, it was subsequently learned that Percy (William Percy Logan 1885-

1918) a soldier of the 21st Battalion was killed on the battlefield during the Battle of Montbrehain 

on the 5th October 1918.  

 

It was the last action involving Australian infantry in organised battle on the Western Front in the 

First World War. Following the breaking of the Hindenburg Line, the attack on Montbrehain on 

the 5th October 1918 represented an attempt to breach the final elaborate system of German 

defences based on the Beaurevoir trench line system. Advancing on the early morning of 5th 

October, the 6th Brigade AIF succeeded in occupying the village and in the process took 400 

German prisoners. The action claimed 430 Australian casualties. Percy, survived, but when a 

skirmish of some kind broke out on the 15th October 1918 Percy was killed in the field and became 

as far as it is possible to determine today, the last Australian killed in action on the Western Front 

during World War One.  

 

His cousin, Ray (Sargent Raymond Vernon Baldock 1894-1917) is considered to be the first 

enlistment from the Mallee region of Victoria. These cousins, were original ANZACs and served 

gallantly in Gallipoli and on the Western Front and failed to make it home. Ray is buried nearby in 

Belgium, whilst Percy is buried in France.  

 

Below is documentation for issue of Percy’s war medals and images of the medals issued:  
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Percy was buried first at Ramiecourt Communal Cemetery, before being moved to Tincourt British 

Cemetery in the Somme region of France (Commonwealth War Sites foundation). He died 

unmarried and without issue: 

 

 
 

Prior to the commencement of WWI, brothers Percy and Cliff Logan, were honoured by the 

researcher grandmother Florence Matilda Guest 1891-1968, nee Logan and husband Archie Guest, 

by naming their first-born sons, Percy and Cliff Guest after their maternal uncles. It is now 

believed their daughter Tilly named her first son Raymond, so named in honour of Tilly’s cousin 

once removed, Ray Baldock.   
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Raymond Vernon Baldock 1894-1917 – 1st Cousin (Twice removed)  
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Ray, landed on the beach at Gallipoli on the 25th April 1915, and immediately thrown into battle. 

He survived and was wounded in Gallipoli on the 19th of August 1915. He was subsequently sent 

to fight in Egypt where he was also wounded. He recovered, was promoted and underwent 

specialist training in England and then engaged on the Western Front where he was wounded and 

lying on a stretcher bed at a make shift medical depot in the field killed by a bomb which landed 

on the make shift filed office (photographs subsequently submitted):  
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Continued … 
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James Menzies intervention 

 

The most fascinating story emerges of the present researcher’s cousin, Ray Vernon Baldock 1894-

1917 from his service in WWI which ties further by records uncovered that the state school bond 

between him and Bobby Menzies encapsulates also the friendship between their fathers, 

respectively Alfred Baldock 1868-1943 and James Menzies 1862-1945. 

 

Firstly, Ray stopped writing home and on the 19th of October 1917, his parents receiving AIF 

notification he was wounded: 

 

 
 

His parent Alfred and Louise were then told he was missing and then told he may have rejoined his 

unit.  
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By James Menzies intervention 

 

It was later revealed in January 1918 for certain Ray was killed on the 20th September 1917 after 

family friend Mr James Menzies, MLA, Victoria for Lowan and father of Australia’s longest 

serving Prime Minister, Robert Menzies, Ray’s best childhood friend intervened.  
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James Menzies is pictured below and to this very day is applauded by the Guest-Logan-Baldock 

family for what he did to help our family learn what happened to Ray: 

 

 
 

Such was his resolve to help Alfred and Louise that in less than 9 days after he intervened it was 

determined absolute on the 16th January 1918, that Ray had died; and despite being declared 

wounded but missing, investigations in Belgium found out subsequently, provided evidence to 

confirm Ray died on the 20th September 1917. Discovered further was after Ray was wounded and 

taken by stretcher to a make shift Dressing Station (D.S) on the battle field and congregated with 

other wounded soldiers, a shell hit the DS and many including Ray were killed instantly:   
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A chilling reminder of original ANZAC, Corporal Ray Baldock's last moments  

 

The Australian War Memorial (AWM) informs me that my grandmother Florence Guest's nephew, 

Corporal Ray Baldock was laying on one the stretchers pictured below when the shell hit the 

dressing station. It just happened that a war photographer took the shot just minute before ray was 

killed.  

 

Furnished further by the AWM is the stretcher bearers account of what happened as told to a 

soldier now known to be R.S.M Gordon: 

 

"I heard this man [Ray Baldock] was hit in the jaw and taken to the Dressing Station close by 

together with a man named Brick*, who had both legs blown off. Both were seen there by a 

stretcher bearer who told me of it. The Dressing Station was blown up shortly afterwards and 

Crick was reported missing. He came from Victoria and was a great favourite with all." 

 

*Correction, "Brick" is 6390 Private, John Thomas Crick, 8th Bn. A. I. F., now commemorated on 

the Menin Gate Memorial. 

 

The image below shows the Dressing Station where both Raymond Vernon Baldock and John 

Crick would have been taken. According to experts at the Australian War Memorial, Ray and John 

were waiting to be taken to the clearing stations. Other pictured above and able to walk made their 

way along the road as far as possible. Identified in this fatal photograph are: Major G A M Heydon 

MC, Regimental Medical Officer of the 8th Battalion (fifth from the left with his arm in a sling). 

To his left is Private W Bain and next to him is Private 'Spud' Murphy. To Private Murphy's left 

(wearing a pack) is 58 Lance Corporal Roy Arthur Findlay MM.  

 

They are all members of the 1st Field Ambulance. Shortly after the photograph was taken a shell 

landed in approximately in the area where Major Heydon and Private Murphy had been standing.  

 

The shell killed most of the wounded on stretchers and Lieutenant Corporal Findlay was blown 

under the truck. Shown lying on his side to the middle right, on the stretcher was Ray, and next to 

him more towards the road was John Crick. They, among others pictured including some standing 

in the background were killed instantly. 
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Other formal documents of Ray being killed in action followed over the course of the following 

week: 

 

   
 

Whereby, Ray, was known to be dead in the field, Belgium 20th September 1917, made by an 

internal record traced back to 29th September 1917, and written up on the 23rd January 1918:  
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Grieving parents Alfred and Lousia Baldock, nee Perry, the researcher’s grand uncle and aunt, 

continued to work through the paper work with the AIF and push through their anguish and despair 

to have Ray remembered in Belgium where a special cross was erected: 
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The Horsham Times, Victoria, on Friday 18th January 1918, Page 6, JEPARIT made public 

Raymond’s death and that he had previously been reported missing:  

 

 
 

Two weeks following, Ray’s parents, the researchers grand uncle and aunt Alfred and Louisa 

Baldock, nee Perry arranged the following notice in the South Australian newspaper (Chronicle, 

Adelaide, South Australia, Saturday 2nd February 1918, Page 27, Family Notices: 

 

 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/72921095
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/72921095
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/72921095
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/72921095
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/87545473
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More recently on the eve of Anzac day 2019, the people of the Jeparit-Dimboola greater 
regions remembered him:  

 

Lest we forget 

Wednesday 24th April 2019 
 

 
 

Three kilometres east of the town of Ypres in Belgium, behind a low brick 
wall and amongst a manicured lawn and immaculately tended rose gardens, 
lie the memorials to over 800 fallen soldiers from the Great War. 
 
The Birr Cross Roads Cemetery is one of nearly one thousand cemeteries and memorials 
in northern France and Belgium that commemorate the dead and missing who served 
there from the countries of the British Commonwealth from the First World War. 
 
Of those buried within this cemetery, 333 have never been unidentified and there are 
special memorials to nine casualties who are known or believed to be buried within this 
cemetery but the exact location of their graves is unknown. One of these is former 
Jeparit resident Raymond Baldock. 

Continued … 
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Above - Raymond Baldock’s memorial (sixth from the left) is in a prominent 
position along the front wall of the Birr Cross Roads Cemetery. 
 
Raymond Baldock was living and working as a farmer at Jeparit when the First World 
War began, and he was the first from the district to enlist when he travelled to Dimboola 
on the 19 August to sign up, just two weeks after War was declared. 
 
Having attended the Jeparit Primary School he was also well known on the sporting 
fields of Jeparit, and his parents Alfred and Louisa Baldock lived in the town. 
 
Given the regimental number of 520, Baldock was allocated to E Company of the 8th 
Battalion, which was made up of volunteers mostly from the Ballarat and Wimmera 
districts. 
 
Two months after he enlisted, the 8th Battalion embarked on the troopship 
A24 Benalla at Port Melbourne and one month later arrived in Egypt where the 30,000 
Australian and New Zealand troops moved to training camps near Cairo to continue their 
training in preparation for joining the fight in the front lines in France and Belgium. 
 
The routine of two months of training was interrupted in early February 1915 when, in 
the wake of an attack on the Suez Canal by Turkish forces, two Battalions including the 
8th were briefly deployed to Suez. To the disappointment of the eager soldiers, the 
Indian forces already guarding the area had repulsed the attack and the Australians did 
not experience any direct contact with the Turks. 
 
The troops would see action soon enough, as the 8th Battalion landed at Gallipoli in the 
second wave of Australian and New Zealand troops at around dawn on the morning of 
25 April 1915 and immediately joined the fighting. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.dimboolacourier.com.au/assets/storyphoto/Baldock_Gravestone_2_600.jpg
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In early May they were briefly transferred to the southern end of the Gallipoli Peninsula 
where they saw action during the Battle of Krithia before returning to action in the area 
around Anzac Cove: 
 

 
 
The Battalion played a support role in the Battle of Lone Pine as part of the August 
Offensive which was intended to break the deadlock that had developed on the 
peninsula. 
 
Baldock received shrapnel would to his hands, chest and abdomen on 19 August and 
was admitted to the Australian Casualty Clearing Station before being transferred by 
hospital ship to the Egyptian Government Hospital in Port Said in Egypt. 
 
He did not return to Gallipoli as he was in and out of hospitals in Egypt for the rest of 
the year with his shrapnel wounds, along with dysentery and dengue fever. 
 
He was finally discharged to service at the start of January 1916 but remained in Egypt 
until the end of July when he embarked at Alexandria for England. 
 
He was taken on strength to the 2nd Training Battalion at Perham Downs in Southern 
England, and by the end of the year had qualified as an instructor at the 26th course of 
Instruction, held at Southern Command Bombing School at Lyndhurst. 
 
In January 1917 Baldock was promoted to the rank of Corporal and later temporary 
Sergeant. 
 
On 20 August he embarked from Southampton bound for France to return to the War 
and he reverted to his permanent rank of Corporal. 
 
He disembarked at Havre in France the following day and by the end of August, for the 
first time in two years, had re-joined the 8th Infantry Battalion in the field, just in time 
to take part in the what would be known the Battle of Menin Road which commenced on 
20 September, which was part of the Third Battle of Ypres. 
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Late in the evening of 19 the 8th Battalion was one of many that were preparing for a 
push against the Germans just to the east of Ypres, and once the offensive began in the 
early hours of the next day the Australian soldiers engaged in some fierce fighting. 
 
Amongst the confusion on the battlefield, Baldock was reported as missing in action 
later that day, having last been seen south west of Black Watch Corner west of Polygon 
Wood, but it was not until 29 December that he was confirmed as Killed in Action. 
 
A witness reported that Baldock had been injured in the jaw and taken to a dressing 
station which was reported ‘blown up’ soon afterwards, killing a number of occupants. 
The witness confirmed that Baldock was ‘a great favourite with all’ and was sure that 
Baldock was one of those killed. 
 
Baldock’s body was buried within the Burr Cross Roads Cemetery but as the exact spot 
is now unknown, a special cross was erected for him within the cemetery in 1922. 
 
His memorial now holds a prominent place beside the front wall of the cemetery, in a 
row with the eight others noted as known or believed to be buried in this cemetery. 
 
The Inscription on Baldock’s memorial reads “FATHER IN THY GRACIOUS KEEPING 
LEAVE WE NOW OUR LOVED ONE SLEEPING” 

Continued … 
 

 

 



Guest-Logan-Baldock Family Line – An Australian History Spanning Three Centuries 

  

 70 

 

King’s message and memorial scroll 

 

Received by the Department of Defence in Australia around the 11th of July 1921 was a memorial 

scroll and King’s message concerning 520 Corporal R.V. Baldock.  Unknown is what became of 

the King’s message or memorial scroll in “connexion” with Ray old English term meaning 

connection): 
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The present researcher was able to locate many other newspaper articles citing Ray and they are 

listed below in chronological order: 

 
Warracknabeal Herald 1915 - Mrs. Baldock, of Jeparit, that their son, Private Raymond V. Baldock, 

who was recently wounded at Gallipoli, is still suffering with his arm, the trouble necessitating his re-

entry into a hospital at Alexandria. 

 

Nhill Free Press 10 March 1916 - BACK ON DUTY AGAIN. Signaller W. Gunn, son of Mrs W. G. 

Gunn, of "Fernleigh," Church Hill, Nhill, writes from Egypt, under date 20/1/16—Just a line to let you 

know that I am getting well pretty fast. I hope to soon rejoin my unit as I have been away too long for my 

liking. The doctor wanted to send me back to the convalescent home, but I want to get back into harness 

again. I have met a lot of lads here including Ray Baldock and Don Cameron (Jeparit) and a number 

of others including Jack Sherriff who has been reported killed in action. 

 

Warracknabeal Herald Aug 1917 - Private Raymond V. Baldock, an original Anzac, son of Mr. and 

Mrs. A. Baldock, of Jeparit, has been promoted abroad to the rank of sergeant. 

 

DEATH - The Express and Telegraph (Adelaide) 25 Jan 1918 - DIED ON ACTIVE SERVICE. 

BALDOCK. - On the 15th January, officially reported killed in action September, 20, 1917: previously 

reported wounded and missing, Sergeant. Ray V. Baldock, 8th Battalion (Victoria), dearly loved eldest 

son of A and L Baldock, "Riverside” Jeparit, Victoria, (grandson of Mrs. J. Baldock, of Woodside), after 

three years' service, aged 23 years 8 months. Our hero. —Inserted by his loving parents, brothers, and 

sisters. 

 

OBITUARY Warracknabeal Herald 22 Jan 1918 - After being reported missing, official news has 

been received of the death on the field of action of Sergeant Raymond Vernon Baldock, eldest son of Mr. 

and Mrs. Alfred Baldock, of Jeparit. The fallen soldier was only 23 years of age. He was the first to 

enlist from the Jeparit district, and sailed with the First Expeditionary Force. He was present at the 

landing, and later was invalided to England, suffering from wounds received on Gallipoli. There he was 

promoted to sergeant, and placed in charge of a section of a training unit. In September last he re-joined 

his regiment. In France, and evidently fell soon after entering the line, being killed on the 20th 

September. He was a brave soldier of splendid physique and manly qualities. 

 

Chronicle (Adelaide) 9 Feb 1918 - Sergeant RAY V. BALDOCK, of the 8th Battalion (Victoria), well 

known in Riverton and at Woodside (where he attended school). He was the first young man to enlist 

from Jeparit, Victoria, on August 18, 1914, and he left Melbourne on October 19 of the same year. He 

was an excellent rifle shot and once scored 21 bulls, 2 magpies, and 1 centre out of 25 shots. He was at 

the landing on Gallipoli and again at Cape Helles. About six months before his death, he was promoted 

to sergeant, and in England he received a first-class certificate as a bomb instructor. He was on a 

troopship escorted by the Sydney when she went off after the Emden. He was killed on September 20, 

1917, after three years’ service. He was highly respected.  

 

Daily Herald (Adelaide) 5 Feb 1918 - LATE SERGEANT RAY BALDOCK. Sergeant Ray V. 

Baldock, of the 8th Battalion (Victoria), was well known in Riverton and at Woodside, where he attended 

school. He was the first young man to enlist from Jeparit, Victoria, on August 18. 1914 and he left 

Melbourne on October 19 of the same year. He was an excellent rifle shot, and once scored 21 bulls, 2 

magpies, and 1 centre out of 25 shots. He was at the landing on Gallipoli, and again at Cape Helles. 

About six months before his death, he was promoted to sergeant, and in England he received a first-class 

certificate as a bomb instructor. He was on a troopehip escorted by the Sydney when she went off after 

the Emden. He was killed on September 20, 1917. after three years' service. He was highly respected. 

 

IN MEMORIAM BALDOCK. - Killed in action, September 20, 1917, 590, Sgt. Raymond Baldock, 8th 

Battalion, Anzac, of Jeparit, aged 23 years 8 months. None were there who loved you, Ray, to hear your 

last soft sigh, to breathe a prayer to God above, to kiss your lips as you closed your eyes. Our hero 

(Inserted by his loving friend, Dossie, Victoria street, Loch.). 
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Diary of a Gallipoli Soldier – Audio visual media  

 

Ray, an original ANZAC survived the landing and battle at Gallipoli on the 25th April 1915, which 

was the root battle of the ANZAC legend. He was wounded at Gallipoli on the 19th August 1915, 

recovered and sent to Egypt where he served like many so gallantly and was wounded.  

 

After recovering once more he was selected for advanced training in bombing in England and once 

qualified, was sent to the Western Front in Belgium. He served until he was once more wounded 

and lying on a stretcher in the S.W of Black Watch Corner of Polygon Wood, Belgium, the make 

shift Dressing Station (D.S) was then shelled just after a photograph was taken when Ray was 

lying on one of the stretchers and along with many receiving medical attention, Ray was killed 

instantly.  

 

He is recognised by the Australian War Memorial and the people of the Mallee to be the first to 

enlist from the Jeparit region of Victoria. On a personal note, he was outstanding rifleman and pre-

war in Jeparit, a very good footballer and cricketer, and great mates with Australia’s longest 

serving Prime Minister Bobby Menzies, starting and completing state School together in the one 

teacher/once classroom Jeparit State School. 

 

Ray is further recognised as the author of the “Diary of a Gallipoli Soldier” which was published 

on-line in a memorial to Ray and all Anzacs on Anzac Day 2017 by “The Sydney Morning Herald 

and The Age Melbourne (Fairfax Media), to whom his present family are indebted.  

 

The audio-visual presentation is a wonderful and moving tribute to Ray who, along with his cousin 

Percy Logan 1885-1918, Australia last soldier killed in action on the Western Front during World 

War one, like many, sacrificed everything.  

 

The tribute can be viewed here:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NGUGsfDkIGg 

 

 
 

In the aftermath of events at S.W. Black Watch corner of Polygon Wood, confusion reigned and it 

wasn’t until family friend of the Baldock-Logan family of Jeparit, Mr James Menzies, MLA, for 

Lowan Victoria, Bobby’s father and lay pastor of the Guest-Logan-Baldock methodist 

congregation intervened mid-January 1918, the death of Ray was made clear. 

 

Then on the 11th of July 1921 a memorial scrolls and King’s message concerning 520 Corporal 

R.V. Baldock was sent to the Department of Defence in Melbourne, and subsequently special cross 

was erected at Birr Cross Roads Cemetery, West Flanders, Belgium.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NGUGsfDkIGg
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Ray’s original diary is held at the Anzac House reference library along with post cards he sent 

home to parents Alfred and Louise Baldock, nee Perry, the present researcher’s grand uncle and 

aunt:  
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Clifton “Cliff” Baldock Logan 1896–1966 – Grand uncle  

 

Cliff’s enlisted on the 13th July 1915 less than a week after his elder brother enlisted. He served 

first in the middle east disembarking at Suez on the 10th June 1916. He them embarked at 

Alexandria to join the B.E.F. The acronym is taken to mean “British Expeditionary Force” (BEF) 

which was the six divisions the British Army sent to the Western Front during the First World 

War.  His casualty list is submitted below and taken from his personal military file with his 

engagements reconciled as it appears on the 17th July 1923 showing further, he was sent to France 

on the 11th December 1917 and wounded in action the following year on the 28th July 1918: 
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Cliff’s service number is 10310. His last rank was driver, and he served within the 1st Australian 

Army Service Corps Company (ASCC) (3rd Division Train) and was wounded, gunshot wound to 

the Leg/Knee Foot) on the 12th December 1917 and on 18th August, 1918:   
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Scant is the information about the 1st Australian Army Service Corps Company which operated 

throughout WWI. What can be found, amongst the literature it is learned that after Federations to 

Company was formed. It roots were traced by Steve Larkins OAM finding that the history of the 

Royal Australian Army Service Corps began in Australia in 1886 when Victoria raised an 

Ordinance and the Commissariat and Transport Corps of Victoria was formed. This Corps was 

made up of militia and continued until 1889 when the ordnance functions of the corps were 

dropped and it was redesignated as the Commissariat and Transport Corps of Victoria. New South 

Wales (NSW) followed suit and on 01 January 1891 the Commissariat and Transport Corps of 

NSW was formed. The Army Service Corps was formed in England in 1888 and in NSW on 23 

November 1893. Shortly after Victoria followed and late in 1895 retitled their corps to the 

Victorian Army Service Corps.  

 

Shortly after Federation (01 January 1901) the Australian Army Service Corps (MSC) was formed. 

 

Throughout World War I, members of a horse transport unit of the Australian Army Service Corps 

and their teams at an Army depot on the Salisbury Plain. Whereby, a total of three officers and 38 

other ranks were killed in action, four officers and 57 other ranks died of wounds and a further 16 

officers and 593 other ranks were wounded in action, 34 were gassed.  

 

“Drivers” such as Cliff, performed a myriad and wide variety of general tasks including drivers for 

formation headquarters and field ambulances to carting roadmaking materials and engineer stores, 

operating snow ploughs, providing transport for postal deliveries, repairing unit equipment, and 

operating ad hoc pack transport units. 

 

The supply columns and ammunition sub-parks, in addition to their basic tasks, hauled lumber, 

road metal, ordnance and postal cargo, petrol, quicklime, rails and medical comforts, as well as 

emergency mass medical evacuation and incidentally filling in as medical assistants at dressing 

stations, 1 Division Ammunition Sub-Park, for example of the variety of work, also published the 

AIF newspaper Rising Sun, later renamed Aussie (Source: Steve Larkins, OAM,  1st Division 

Train, Online. Steve conceived the RSL Virtual War Memorial in late 2008 after meeting the 

South Australian Premiers ANZAC Spirit Prize group while working as a Battlefield Guide, at 

Villers Bretonneux on ANZAC Day 2008).   
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The image below further sourced from Larkin’s, is the Australian War Museum (AWM) image 

which captures our men of the Australian Army Service Corps operating as a team to supply 

frontline soldiered and working in their dugout at the ANZAC No: 2 outpost of the Australian 

Army Service Corps: 

 

 
 

Below is a further image sourced from the Australian War Memorial showing soldier repairing 

vehicles as part of the motor repair park of the 1st Division, Sub-Park, France April 1915 to enable 

more vehicles available to assist drivers (AWM P03050 002): 
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The present researcher and author’s grand uncle, Clifton Baldock Logan 1896-1966, returned 

home safely after serving on the front line in Egypt and France in WWI. He however, returned in 

1919 remaining in England seeking answer to his application to return home with his beloved wife, 

young English women, Winifred Maud Windlass (Warracknabeal Herald, Victoria, Tuesday 5th 

November 1918, Page 3, Australia’s Honor Roll):  

 

    
 

The researcher is cognisant that at the time of WWI, the population did not fully appreciate the 

significant role a “Driver” soldier played on the frontline in Egypt and France during the WWI. After 

all, beyond horse and coach, the technology advancement of the motorised vehicle was so new.   

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/132768990
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Cliff is listed along with his brother Wiliam “Percy” Logan 1885-1918 KIA France; and cousin 

Raymond “Ray” Vernon Baldock 1894-1917 KIA Belgium; on the Memorial, knowns as the 

Jeparit School Roll of Honor (Hazelhurst, C 1979, pp 11-34, Menzies Observed):  
 

 
 



Guest-Logan-Baldock Family Line – An Australian History Spanning Three Centuries 

  

 94 

 

  


