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FORWARD & CONTEXT
By John L.R. Guest
14t November, 2019

The parent stock is Hay of Errol’s, with the Hay of Tweedale stem being where the junior Errol
lines the Hay family of Kinnoull, Balhousie Castle. Perth, Perthshire and its closest kinship
branch, the nearby Hay family of Smithfield and Haystoun are found.

The “Hay” surname has its roots in the original naming, de la Haye of Normandy. In In
Normandy there were lands and a lordship denominated Hay, and in the roll of the adventurers
who accompanied William the Conqueror into England in 1066, le sieur de la Haye is expressly
mentioned, besides others of the same name. The two most ancient families of this surname in
Scotland are those of Errol (see ERROL, earl of.) And Tweeddale (see TWEEDDALE, marquis
of,) who use the same armorial bearings as do those families of the name in Italy, France, and
England. Sir George Hay, descended from a younger branch of the same stock as that of the earl of
Errol, was created, in 1627, Viscount Dupplin and Lord Hay of Kinfauns, and in 1633 earl of
Kinnoul (see KINNOUL, earl of). Sir James Hay of Fingask, uncle of the first earl of Kinnoul,
was created in 1609 Lord Bewlie, and his son, Sir James Hay of Pictorial, Fifeshire, who
accompanied King James the Sixth into England, and was one of his especial favourites, was in
1615 created by him Lord Hay of Sawlie in the peerage of England, in 1618 viscount Doncaster,
and in 1622 earl of Carlisle; which titles became extinct on the death of his only son, James Hay;,
second earl of Carlisle, in 1660.

The family of Hay of Smithfield and Haystoun kinship branch of the Hay family of Kinnoull at
Balhousie Castle, at nearby Perth, Perthshire are also descended from John, 3d Lord Hay of Yester,
of the house of Tweeddale, by his 2d marriage with the daughter and heiress of the ancient family
of Dickson of Smithfield, Peebles-shire. By this lady he had, with one daughter, Jean, wife of
George Broun of Colstoun, progenitor of the baronets of that name, one son, John, of Smithfield,
living in 1525. The latter had 3 sons. 1. James, 2. Thomas, 3. John, of Kingsmeadows, whose
descendants carried on the line of the family.

The eldest son, James, succeeded his father, and dying without issue, his brother, Thomas,
inherited the estate. On this gentleman’s death, in 1570, his son, John, Hay, became proprietor of
Smithfield, and at his decease in 1628, was succeeded by his only surviving son, James.

Appointed by James V1., in 1624, esquire of his body, James Hay of Smithfield was, July 20,
1635, created a baronet of Nova Scotia, the patent being accompanied by a grant of land in Nova
Scotia, to be thenceforth called the barony and regality of Smithfield. Sir James had, with a
daughter, Mary, married to Sir James Douglas, afterwards earl of Morton, 2 sons; 1. John, his
successor in the title, but whom he disinherited with a legacy of £1,000; 2. William, who
succeeded to the estates, and died without issue.

Sir James, the 2d baronet, died in 1654. His eldest son, Sir John, 3d baronet, died in 1659. Sir
John’s eldest son, Sir James, succeeded as 4th baronet. Born in 1652, this gentleman was the last
representative of the Smithfield branch. He died, without male issue, in 1683.

The kinsman of the last baronet, James Hay, M.D., who had succeeded to Haystoun (Haystone),
the property of his father, in 1762, preferred, in 1805, a claim to the dormant title. This Dr. Hay
was the eldest son of John Hay of Haystone, great-great-grandson of John Hay, Esg. of
Kingsmeadows, youngest son of the first John Hay of Smithfield. His claim was allowed by a jury
assembled at Peebles, Nov. 9, the same year (1805), and he, in consequence, became 5th baronet.
He had 3 sons and 4 daughters. He died Oct. 21, 1810.



His eldest son, Sir John, 6th baronet, born January 15, 1755, married in 1785, Mary Elizabeth,
youngest daughter of James, 16th Lord Forbes, and had 5 sons and 6 daughters. He died May 23,
1830.

His son, Sir John, 7th baronet, M.P., born Aug. 3, 1768, died, without issue, Nov. 1, 1838. His
brother, Sir Adam Hay 1795-1867, succeeded as 8th baronet. Born Dec. 14, 1795, he married in
1823, Henrietta Callendar, eldest daughter of William Grant, Esg. of Congalton, Haddingtonshire;
issue 4 sons and 5 daughters. His eldest son, John William Hay 1824-1857, born Feb. 15, 1824,
was at one period a captain Scots fusilier guards. He died in Madras after leaving Scotland
where he was based in Glasgow from 1847-1854 and his body was never returned home.

The “Kinnoull” Hay family of Balhousie Castle estate at Balhousie Castle well noted within, was
directed to the management of the Government of Scotland and is a Military Museum. The
Kinnoull branch and its near cousin branch the Hay family of Smithfield and Haystoun, not far
south west of Perth appear to remain socially close.

They the Hay family of Smithfield and Haystoun, like the Hay of Kinnoull branch are a cadet
branch of the royal hay of Errol’s parent stock. The present Earl of Errol having succeeded through
female succession, the present proprietor of Leys is now the male representative of the noble
family of Hay. It is the Hay of Leys featured most predominant in this account of the Hay family.

It is however, suspected, or at the very least, cannot be ruled out that Amelia Hay, nee Justice’s
lawful husband John Hay, biological father of William Hay/Simmie 1851-1926, is Captain John
William Hay 1824-1857. As a gateway ancestor his military status and standing would be a good
reason why his biological son, per se, Willaim Hay 1851-1927, was permitted to join and became a
life serving member held in great esteem by the Nava | and Military Lodge of Victoria. Whereby a
non-serving member could only be accepted if their father served as an officer of either the navy or
military service of Britain. Sir Adam Hay, built railway and other civil infrastructure on a
larger scale emulated by expat Scot, George Simmie and partner Simon Fraser. George
being William Hay/Simmie’s 1851-1926 uncle and mentor after all migrated to the Colony of
Victoria from 1852 and 1862 respectively.
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