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EDITORIAL METHOD 

 
The great variations in spelling and usage over the long period spanned by this study into the 

Guest patrilineal and also matrilineal bloodlines have posed certain editorial challenges. On the 

principle that the main purpose of this study is to make the content assessable, whilst preserving 

the general idiom of the original record(s), the compromise solution adopted in the main is as 

follows: spelling and punctuation have largely been modernised, except for surnames in which 

they appear in records, including the variation found across records for a specific individual or 

family (e.g., Guest, Eagan, Connolly, Costello et al). The same is the case for selected location 

names where an older form was judged worthy of record. Elsewhere, selected words and 

expressions also retain their original phrasing and orthography.  
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Zero participant - Ivor Mervyn Vigors Guest (1968-), 4th Viscount Wimborne 

 

A1. Ivor Mervyn Vigors Guest, 4th Viscount Wimborne (born 19 September 1968) is a 

British record producer and Emmy Award nominated composer. He is also the zero 

participants for this ascending trace of his patrilineage 

 

A2. Ivor is the son of Ivor Guest, 3rd Viscount Wimborne, and married to Ieva Imsa. They 

have a daughter and a son (Person page 2411, Thepeerage.com. 2 December 2008, 

retrieved 12 February 2014; "Conqueror 575859". William1.co.uk. Retrieved 19 August, 

2018). 

 
Coat of arms of Ivor Guest, 4th Viscount Wimborne: 
 
Coronet 
A Coronet of a Viscount 
Crest 
A Swan's Head erased proper gorged with a Collar Or and charged underneath with a Cross 
Moline as in the Arms between two Ostrich Feathers Or 
Escutcheon 
Azure on a Chevron Or between three Swan's Heads erased proper as many Crosses Moline 
Sable 
Supporters 
On either side a Figure habited as Vulcan resting his exterior hand on an Anvil and holding in 
front thereof a Sledge Hammer all proper 
Motto 
Ferro Non Gladio (By iron, not by the sword) 

 

Father- Ivor Fox-Strangways Guest, 3rd Viscount Wimborne (1939 - 1993) 

 

A3. Ivor Fox-Strangways Guest was born on 2 December 1939. He was a British peer 

(Lundy, Darryl. "p. 1354 § 13538. The Peerage), father of Ivor Guest, 4th Viscount of 

Wimborne, and the son of Ivor Grosvenor Guest, 2nd Viscount Wimborne (1903–1967), 

and Mabel Edith Fox-Strangways, who married in 1938.  

 

A4. His maternal grandfather was Giles Fox-Strangways, 6th Earl of Ilchester (1874–1959). 

His paternal grandfather was Ivor Guest, 1st Viscount Wimborne (1873–1939), who was 

a British politician and one of the last Lords Lieutenant of Ireland, serving in that 

position at the time of the Easter Rising in 1916 ("No. 30781," The London Gazette, 5 

July 1918, p7940). 

 

A5. Ivor Fox-Strangways Guest, 3rd Viscount Wimborne (1939-1993) was educated at Eton 

College, like his father ("Ivor Fox-Strangways Guest, 3rd Viscount Wimborne," 

thepeerage.com, The Peerage, retrieved 17 August 2016). 

 

A6. He was married twice. The first was on 20 December 1966, when he married Victoria 

Ann Vigors. Together they had: Ivor Mervyn Vigors Guest, 4th Viscount Wimborne 

(born 1968), who married Ieva Imsa  (Source Freer, A, 2012, The Descendants of 

William the Conqueror, William the Conqueror Database,  "Conqueror 575859"). 
 

A6. Ivor (3rd Viscount) later married Venetia Margaret Barker (nee Quarry); his sister-in-

law was Miranda Macmillan, Countess of Stockton (1947-2020). Together, they had: 

Ilona Charlotte Guest (born 1985), who married Oliver Hilton-Johnson in 2012 and his 

widow now Dowager Viscountess Wimborne, lives at Fontaine-l'Abbé, France ("Mr O.R. 

Hilton-Johnson and the Hon Ilona Charlotte Guest," Telegraph Announcements). 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Record_producer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emmy_Award
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ivor_Guest,_3rd_Viscount_Wimborne
http://www.william1.co.uk/w575859.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ivor_Guest,_4th_Viscount_Wimborne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/N%C3%A9e
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sister-in-law
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sister-in-law
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miranda_Macmillan,_Countess_of_Stockton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fontaine-l%27Abb%C3%A9
http://announcements.telegraph.co.uk/marriages/151799/mr-o.r.-hilton-johnson-and-the-hon-ilona-charlotte-guest
http://announcements.telegraph.co.uk/marriages/151799/mr-o.r.-hilton-johnson-and-the-hon-ilona-charlotte-guest
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Grandfather - Ivor Grosvenor Guest, 2nd Viscount Wimborne (1903-1967)   

 

A8. Ivor Grosvenor Wimborne, OBE PC (21 February 1903-7 January 1967) was a British 

politician, was born on 21 February 1903 and was the son of Ivor Guest, 1st Viscount 

Wimborne (1873–1939), and his wife the Hon. Alice Katherine Sibell (died 1948).  

 

A9. Ivor Grosvenor Guest, 2nd Viscount Wimborne’s (1903-1967), maternal grandfather 

was Robert Grosvenor, 2nd Baron Ebury (1834-1918). He was educated 

at Eton and Trinity College, Cambridge (Hazlehurst, Whitehead & Woodland, 1996, 

p168). 

 

A10. After Cambridge, he served with the Royal Tank Corps (TA), achieving the rank of 

lieutenant (Hazlehurst, Whitehead & Woodland, 1996, p168). 

A11. From 1935 to 1939, he was National Member of Parliament (MP) for Brecon and 

Radnor. In the latter year he succeeded his father in the viscountcy and entered the House 

of Lords ("Person Page 2532," Thepeerage.com, 2 December 2008, retrieved 12 

May 2019; Conqueror 575859). 

A12. Lord Wimborne married Lady Mabel Edith, daughter of Giles Fox-Strangways, 6th Earl 

of Ilchester (1874–1959), in 1938. William Walton composed "Set me as a seal upon 

thine heart" for the wedding (William Walton - Set me as a seal upon thine heart,” 

Classical Archives, retrieved 15th October, 2021). 

A13. He died in January 1967, aged 63, and was succeeded in his title by his son Ivor Fox-

Strangways Guest (1939–1993) ("Person Page 2532," Thepeerage.com). 

 

Great grandfather - Ivor Churchill Guest, 1st Viscount Wimborne (1873-1939) 

 

A14. The zero participant’s great grandfather is Ivor Churchill Guest, 1st Viscount 

Wimborne, KP, PC (16 January 1873- 14 June 1939) and he was also known as Lord 

Ashby St Ledgers from 1910 to 1914 and as Lord Wimborne from 1914 to 1918. This 

Ivor Churchill Guest (1873-1939) was a British politician and one of the last Lords 

Lieutenant of Ireland, serving in that position at the time of the Easter Rising. 

A15. Ivor Churchill Guest, 1st Viscount Wimborne, KP, PC (1873-1939) was the eldest son 

of Ivor Guest, 1st Baron Wimborne, and Lady Cornelia Henrietta Maria Spencer-

Churchill, daughter of John Spencer-Churchill, 7th Duke of Marlborough. He was the 

elder brother of Frederick Guest, Oscar Guest and Henry Guest, and a first cousin 

of Winston Churchill. He was educated at Eton and Trinity College, Cambridge ("Guest, 

the Hon, Ivor Churchill, GST890IC," A Cambridge Alumni Database. University of 

Cambridge). 

A16. He was commissioned a lieutenant in the Dorset Yeomanry on 9 May 1896 and 

following the outbreak of the Second Boer War in late 1899, he volunteered for service 

and was appointed a lieutenant in the Imperial Yeomanry on 24 February 1900 ("No. 

27168," The London Gazette, 23 February 1900, p1256; No. 27171,” The London 

Gazette, 6 March 1900, p1528), leaving England for South Africa on the SS Manchester 

Merchant in early March ("The War - Embarcation of Troops," The Times, No. 36080, 

London, 3 March 1900, p16).   

A17. Ivor Churchill Guest (1873-1939) was awarded the Queen's South Africa Medal with two 

clasps. After returning to the United Kingdom, he was promoted to captain on 18 January 

1902 (No. 27398," The London Gazette, 17 January 1902, p389). 

A18. Ivor Churchill Guest (1873-1939) was elected to Parliament for Plymouth in a by-

election in February 1900 (a seat he had unsuccessfully contested in 1898) ("No. 27167," 

The London Gazette, 20 February 1900, p1170), as a Conservative, and retained his seat 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eton_College
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trinity_College,_Cambridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Tank_Corps
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Member_of_Parliament_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_Guest
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oscar_Guest
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Guest
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eton_College
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_London_Gazette
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in the general election of 1900. In 1904, during the controversy within the Conservative 

Party over adopting protectionism, he and other members of his family followed 

Churchill into the Liberal Party in support of free trade. 

A19. He sat as an MP until 1910, when he was raised to the peerage as Baron Ashby St 

Ledgers, of Ashby St Ledgers in the County of Northampton ("No. 28349," The London 

Gazette, 18 March 1910, p1953), and became Paymaster General in the government 

of H. H. Asquith (Hazlehurst, Whitehead & Woodland, 1996, p168).  He served as 

Paymaster General until 1912, and later served as a Lord in Waiting to King George V. 

A20. In 1914, he succeeded his father as Baron Wimborne. At the start of World War I, he was 

appointed to the staff of the newly formed 10th (Irish) Division under Lieutenant-

General Sir Bryan Mahon at the Curragh Camp (Ó Broin, Leon, Dublin Castle & the 

1916 Rising, Sidgwick & Jackson, 1970, p 31; Townshend, Charles, Easter 1916: The 

Irish Rebellion, Penguin, 2006, p147). 

A21. In February 1915, Wimborne was appointed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland in succession 

to Lord Aberdeen. At this time, the Lord Lieutenant was largely a ceremonial position; 

real power was in the hands of the Chief Secretary and the Under-Secretary. Determined 

to be more involved in decision-making, he was appointed Director of Recruiting in 

October 1915, heading up the new Department of Recruiting for Ireland (Ó Broin, 1970, 

p 31). He insisted on being kept up to date on the state of the country, and had the Under-

Secretary, Sir Matthew Nathan, send him police reports, details of prosecutions and 

recruitment figures (Townshend, 2006, p147). 

A22. On the weekend preceding the Easter Rising, following the capture of the German arms 

ship Aud and the arrest of Sir Roger Casement, Wimborne urged Nathan to order the 

arrest of a large number of rebel leaders. Nathan was unwilling to do so without the 

authorisation of the Chief Secretary, Augustine Birrell, who was in London (Townshend, 

2006, pp149-151). 

A23. Before the authorisation was received, the Rising began on 24 April 1916. Wimborne 

proclaimed martial law in Dublin. Thereafter, the military took control. A new 

Commander-in Chief, General Sir John Maxwell, arrived in Ireland on 28 April and the 

rebels surrendered on 29 April. Wimborne initially refused to offer his resignation after 

the Rising. He resigned under pressure from the government but was re-appointed 

(Townshend, 2006, pp149-151). 

A24. The Royal Commission on the 1916 Rebellion (the Hardinge commission) exonerated 

Wimborne of any blame for the Rising, saying that his position as Lord Lieutenant was 

"anomalous in quiet times and almost unworkable in times of crisis" (Ó Broin, 1970, 

p161). 

A25. He continued as Lord Lieutenant for another two years. On his retirement in 1918, he 

was created Viscount Wimborne, of Canford Magna in the County of Dorset ("No. 

30781," The London Gazette, 5 July 1918, p7940). 

A26. On 10 February 1902, he married at St Peter's Church, Eaton Square, London, the 

Honourable Alice Grosvenor (1880–1948), daughter of Robert Grosvenor, 2nd Baron 

Ebury ("Court circular," The Times, No. 36688, London, 11 February 1902, p10).  They 

had one son, Ivor Guest, 2nd Viscount Wimborne, and two daughters, Rosemary and 

Cynthia. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peerage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/10th_(Irish)_Division
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A27. By the 1930s, they were living separate lives, though remaining on the friendliest terms. 

From 1934 until her death, Alice was linked with the composer William Walton 

(Kennedy, Michael, 1989, Portrait of Walton, Oxford University Press, p78).  

A28. Wimborne died in June 1939, aged 66, at Wimborne House in Arlington Street, London, 

the house in which he was born. He was succeeded by his only son, Ivor. Lady 

Wimborne died in April 1948, aged 67. As previously submitted, he was the son of Ivor 

“Bertie” Guest, 1st Baron Wimborne, and Lady Cornelia Henrietta Maria Spencer-

Churchill, and the 1st cousin of British prime Minister Sir Winston Churchill ((1874-

1965).   

2nd great grandfather - Ivor Bertie Guest, 1st Baron Wimborne, 2nd Baronet (1835-1914) 

A29. Ivor Bertie Guest (29 August 1835- 22 February 1914) was a Welsh industrialist and a 

member of the prominent Guest family. He was born at Dowlais, near Merthyr Tydfil, 

the son of Lady Charlotte Guest, translator of the Mabinogion, and Sir John Josiah Guest, 

1st Baronet, owner of the world's largest iron foundry, Dowlais Ironworks.  

A30. Ivor’s middle name (Bertie) was from his mother's family, the Earls of Abingdon, 

descended from a Tudor courtier who married the Dowager Duchess of 

Suffolk (herself suo jure Baroness Willoughby de Eresby). 

A31. His siblings included Montague Guest (1839–1909), a Liberal politician, Arthur Edward 

Guest (1841–1898), a Conservative politician, Charlotte Maria Guest (d. 1902), Mary 

Enid Evelyn Guest, who married Austen Henry Layard ("Lady Layard's Journal: 

Background," archived from the original on 18 November 2016, retrieved 19 

October 2016), and Blanche Guest, who married Edward Ponsonby, 8th Earl of 

Bessborough. 

A32. Guest was educated at Harrow School in Middlesex, and he went on to gain a Master of 

Arts degree in 1856 from Trinity College, Cambridge ("Guest, Ivor Bertie, GST852IB," 

University of Cambridge). 

A33. Following his father's death in 1852, Guest succeeded to his father's baronetcy. In 1880, 

he was elevated to the peerage as Baron Wimborne, of Canford Magna in the County of 

Dorset, on Disraeli's initiative ("No. 24838," The London Gazette, 27 April 1880, 

p2725). 

A34. Guest was commissioned a cornet in the Dorsetshire Yeomanry on 20 April 1858 "No. 

22130," The London Gazette, 23 April 1858, p2004), and was promoted to lieutenant on 

11 March 1867, "No. 23231," The London Gazette, 19 March 1867, p1793). 

A35. He held the office of High Sheriff of Glamorgan in 1862 and was the mayor 

of Poole from 1896 to 1897 (Profile, thePeerage.com, retrieved 24 March 2016).  In 

1879, he rebuilt the real tennis court at Canford (Canford Tennis Club). He was 

lampooned in Vanity Fair as "the paying Guest” (Blake & Louis, 2002, p15).  

A36. From 1874 on, he stood unsuccessfully for election to the House of Commons as 

a Conservative, contesting Glamorganshire at the 1874 general election (Craig, F. W. 

S. 1989, [1977], p526) (Poole at a by-election in May 1874, Craig, 1988 [1977], p245), 

and Bristol at a by-election in 1878 and at the 1880 general election (Craig, 1988 [1977], 

p68). However, following the tariff reform by Chamberlain, he seceded from the 

Conservative party and sat in the House of Lords as a Liberal (Chisholm, 1922, p1021). 

A37. He was President of the Dean Close Memorial School from 1902 ("Ecclesiastical 

intelligence," The Times, No. 36731, London, 2 April 1902, p9), and a Deputy 

Lieutenant of Dorset. 

https://archive.org/details/portraitofwalton00kenn/page/78
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poole
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Real_tennis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Chamberlain#Tariff_reform:_Unionist_split
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A38. On 25 May 1868, Guest married Lady Cornelia Henrietta Maria Spencer-Churchill 

(1847–1927). She was the daughter of John Spencer-Churchill, 7th Duke of 

Marlborough, thus making Guest an uncle-by-marriage of Winston Churchill, later 

the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom (Profile, thePeerage.com, retrieved 24 March 

2016). 

A39. Their children included the following: 

• Frances Guest (1869–1957), later known as Lady Chelmsford, who married Frederic 

Thesiger, 1st Viscount Chelmsford, who served as Viceroy of India. 

• Ivor Churchill Guest (1873–1939), who married the Hon. Alice Grosvenor (1880–

1948). 

• Christian Henry Charles Guest (1874–1957), who married the Hon. Frances Lyttelton 

(1885–1918). 

• Frederick "Freddie" Edward Guest (1875–1937), who married Amy Phipps (1873–

1959), daughter of American industrialist Henry Phipps (Refer also: Guest of New 

York & Guest-Murat). 

• Lionel George William Guest (1880–1935), who married Flora Bigelow (former wife 

of Charles S. Dodge), daughter of U.S. Ambassador John Bigelow. 

• Oscar Montague Guest (1888–1958), who married Kathleen Paterson (b. 1903). 

A40. He died on 22 February 1914 at Canford Manor in Dorset (Chisholm, 1922, p1021), and 

was succeeded by his eldest son, Ivor Churchill Guest, 2nd Baron Wimborne, 1st Baron 

Ashby St Ledgers, who was later created Viscount Wimborne. His will was proved in 

April 1914, provisionally at £250,000. 

A41. In 1867, Guest bought at auction "Hamilton House", located at 22 Arlington Street in 

the St. James's district of the City of Westminster in central London, from the widow 

of William Hamilton, 11th Duke of Hamilton. As the house had traditionally been 

renamed with the title of each peer who owned it, upon receiving his title in 1880, Guest 

renamed the house as "Wimborne House” (Chancellor, E. Beresford, 1908, pp 366-367). 

A42. Wimborne acquired the Highland sporting estate of Glencarron (Ross-shire) in the 1860s, 

building a Lodge ("Dictionary of Scottish Architects - DSA Architect Biography Report, 

August 31, 2021, 3:50 pm)". 

A43. He extended it with Glenuaig Estate, possibly 1871, together comprising 15,000 acres 

(Arthur Grimble Deer Forests of Scotland 1896). On the opening of the "Dingwall and 

Kyle Railway" in 1870, Glencarron Lodge was provided with a private platform. As 

previously submitted, he is the son of Sir John Josiah Guest (1785-1852) and Lady 

Charlotte Elizabeth Bertie (1812–1895). 

3rd great grandfather - Sir Josiah John Guest, 1st Baronet, known as John Josiah Guest 

(1785-1852) 

A44. Josiah John Guest (2 February 1785- 26 November 1852) was born in Wales and an 

engineer and entrepreneur. His birth place specifically is Dowlais, Merthyr 

Tydfil, Wales.  

A45. Sir John Guest (1785-1852) was the son of Thomas Guest (d. 1807), a partner in 

the Dowlais Iron Company, and Jemima Revel Phillips. Guest was educated 

at Bridgnorth Grammar School and Monmouth School (Vaughan, 1975, p13, Pioneers of 

Welsh Steel: Dowlais to Llanwern). 

A46. In 1838, Guest was created a baronet, of Dowlais in the County of Glamorgan (John, A. 

V. 2004, "Guest, Sir (Josiah) John, first baronet (1785–1852)", Oxford Dictionary of 

National Biography; "No. 19631," The London Gazette, 3 July 1838, p1488). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._James%27s
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_of_Westminster
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baronet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dowlais
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxford_Dictionary_of_National_Biography
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxford_Dictionary_of_National_Biography
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A47. After his death in 1852, he was succeeded by his eldest son, who was elevated to 

the peerage in 1880 as Baron Wimborne, of Canford Magna in the County of Dorset, 

on Disraeli's initiative ("No. 24838," The London Gazette, 27 April 1880, p2725). 

A48. After attending school, he learned the trade of ironmaking in his father's foundry at the 

hands of works manager, John Evans. Guest was renowned for his ability to roll a bar of 

steel or cut a tram of coal as well as any of his father's workmen (Vaughan, 1975, p13). 

A49. On his father's death in 1807, John inherited his share of the company and developed the 

business, becoming sole owner of the works in 1815. On his death, the Dowlais Iron 

Company having become the largest producer of iron in the world (John, 2004). 

A50. Guest was elected Member of Parliament for Honiton, Devon in 1825, holding the seat 

until defeated by Sir George Warrender in 1831  In 1832, he became the first MP 

for Merthyr Tydfil (John, 2004), and in 1837 he launched the campaign to have the town 

incorporated (Watkin William Price, 1959). 

A51. His public works included a school at Dowlais, designed by Sir Charles Barry. He was a 

Fellow of the Royal Society and a Member of the Institution of Civil Engineers. He was 

the first chairman of the Taff Vale Railway (John, 2004). 

A52. In August 1840, he was appointed Master of Loyal Cambrian Lodge, No. 110 in Merthyr 

Tydfil "Free Masonry at Merthyr-The Merthyr Express," Harry Wood Southey, 1 

October 1910, hdl:10107/3815845). 

A53. On 11 March 1817, he married Maria Rankin but their marriage was short lived, Maria 

dying just nine months later in January 1818. On 29 July 1833, he subsequently 

married Lady Charlotte Elizabeth Bertie (1812–1895), daughter of Albemarle Bertie, 9th 

Earl of Lindsey. Together, they had five sons and five daughters, including: 

• Charlotte Maria Guest (1834–1902), who married Richard Du Cane (d. 1904), brother 

of Edmund Frederick Du Cane.[7] 

• Ivor Bertie Guest (1835–1914), who married Lady Cornelia Henrietta Maria Spencer-

Churchill (1847–1927), daughter of John Spencer-Churchill, 7th Duke of 

Marlborough (John, 2004). 

• Katharine Gwladys Guest (1837–1926), who married the Reverend Frederick Cecil 

Alderson (d. 1907), son of Sir Edward Hall Alderson (Sir Josiah John Guest, 1st Bt," 

thePeerage.com). 

• Thomas Merthyr Guest (1838–1904), who married the writer Lady Theodora 

Grosvenor (1840–1924), daughter of Richard Grosvenor, 2nd Marquess of 

Westminster (Sir Josiah John Guest, 1st Bt," thePeerage.com). Montague John 

Guest (1839–1909), a Liberal politician, who never married (Hansard 1803-

2005: contributions in Parliament by Montague Guest). 

• Augustus Frederick Guest (1840–1862), who died aged 21(Sir Josiah John Guest, 1st 

Bt," thePeerage.com). 

• Arthur Edward Guest (1841–1898), a Conservative politician, who married Adeline 

Mary Chapman (d. 1931) (Sir Josiah John Guest, 1st Bt," thePeerage.com). 

• Mary Enid Evelyn Guest (1843–1912), who married Sir Austen Henry Layard (1817-

1894) ("Lady Layard's Journal: Background," archived from the original on 18 

November 2016, retrieved 30 March, 2018). 

• Constance Rhiannon Guest (1844–1916), who married Hon. Charles George 

Cornwallis Eliot (1839–1901), youngest son of Edward Eliot, 3rd Earl of St Germans 

(Sir Josiah John Guest, 1st Bt," thePeerage.com). 

• Blanche Vere Guest (1847–1919), who married Edward Ponsonby, 8th Earl of 

Bessborough (1851–1920) (Sir Josiah John Guest, 1st Bt," thePeerage.com). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Honiton_(UK_Parliament_constituency)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Devon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hdl_(identifier)


Guest of Wimborne  

 
11 

 

A54. Guest died in 1852 and was buried in an iron coffin under a red granite slab in the 

local St John's Church, which had been built and funded by him in 1827 (Gidley 2015). 

A55. After his death, his widow married Charles Schreiber (1826–1884) in 1855 ("Lady 

Layard's Journal: Background, 2016). Schreiber was an academic who had been Ivor's 

tutor in 1852. He was known for being a fine arts collector and Conservative 

Party politician who sat in the House of Commons between 1865 and 1884 ("Schreiber, 

Charles, SCRR843C," A Cambridge Alumni Database, University of Cambridge). 

A56. Among his many grandchildren were: Edward Ponsonby, the 8th Earl of 

Bessborough, Granville Eliot (1867–1942) and Montague Eliot (1870–1960), who 

became the 7th and 8th Earls of St Germans, respectively Kidd, Charles, Williamson, 

David, editors, Debrett's Peerage and Baronetage (1990 edition, New York: St Martin's 

Press). 

A57. There was also Frances Guest (1869–1957), known as Lady Chelmsford, who 

married Frederic Thewier, 1st Viscount Chelmsford, who served as Viceroy of 

India, Ivor Churchill Guest (1873–1939), who became 1st Viscount Wimborne, Christian 

Henry Charles Guest (1874–1957), a Liberal Member of Parliament "MP", Frederick 

"Freddie" Edward Guest (1875–1937), another Liberal MP, and Oscar Montague 

Guest (1888–1958), who was both a Liberal, and later, a Conservative MP (Sir Josiah 

John Guest, 1st Bt," thePeerage.com). 

4th great grandfather - Thomas Guest (died 1807) 

A58. Thomas Guest (died 1807) is the son of John Guest of Broseley and this Thomas 

continued his father's work at Dowlais. He married Jemima Revel Phillips of Shifnal, 

Shropshire. They had three daughters and two sons (John, 2004): 

• Josiah John Guest (infra); and 

• Thomas Revel Guest (1790–1837), a partner in Dowlais with two shares, and the 

firm's gent in Ireland. Along with his brother, he was one of the promoters and 

original shareholders of the Taff Vale Railway. On his death, he left one share to his 

brother and one to his nephew, Edward John Hutchins (Owen, 1977, pp29-30). 

A59. Thomas Guest did much to modernise production at Dowlais, employing several of his 

relatives, including Cornelius Guest, Charles Guest and George Guest (Owen, 1977, 

p16).  

5th great grandfather - John Guest of Broseley, Shropshire, born 1721 

 

A60. Thomas’s father, John Guest (1722-1785) (Price, 1959)  or 25 November 1787 (Davies, 

2007; Owen, 1977), was a brewer, farmer and coal merchant in Broseley, Shropshire. He 

collaborated with Isaac Wilkinson in starting the Plymouth Ironworks in 1763 and there 

came to the attention of Thomas Lewis and the other Dowlais partners. He moved to 

Dowlais and was appointed manager of the works on 30 April 1767. He built his first 

house at Morlais Brook, Gellifaelog, but, isolated from his family, became a "lonely and 

melancholy man".  

A61. By 1767, Guest had moved most of his family to Dowlais (Davies, 2007; Owen, 1977, pp 

13-15). His children were: 

• Thomas Guest (infra); and 

• Sarah Guest, who married William Taitt (Davies, 2007), (died 1815), (Owen, 1977), 

another of the Dowlais partners. 

•  
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A62. Whilst records for at best are scant, Vickers, J.A, 2022, in “The Dictionary of Methodism 

in Britain and Ireland, “makes John born in Broseley Shropshire before migrating the 

family to Dowlais in 1759. Vickers (2022) also confirms his life span 1721-1787. The 

authorities referred to by Vickers (2022), checked and stand are these:  

  

• J.A. Owen, A Short History of the Dowlais Ironworks, Merthyr Tydfil (Merthyr 

Tydfil, 1972) 

• C.M. Vaughan, Pioneers of Welsh Steel (1975) 

• G. A. Williams, The Merthyr Rising (1988) 

• L. Ince, The South Wales Iron Industry (Cardiff, 1993) 

• Dictionary of Welsh Biography 

• Oxford DNB 

 

A63. An exhaustive check of the parish records for all areas within 50-kilometre radius of 

Broseley to find the identity of his father, makes the only candidate a very good fit. That 

is, Thomas Guest born 1674 in nearby Worfield Shropshire, 5 kilometres or 3 miles away 

(door to door) and in the most direct line from Worfield to Broseley. In all sense and 

purpose for this extended trace Worfield and Broseley must be considered to be the same 

area/region or place: 

 

 
 

A64. It is found on page 205, of the publication, History of Broseley, Willey, Barrow, Benthall 

and Linley, that the Guest family to whom Ivor Guest, 4th Viscount of Wimborne directly 

descends lived in and around Broseley Shropshire for some time prior to the birth of John 

Guest in 1721: 

 
The Guests were connected with other old families: by marriage with that of Huxley 

(1602), with that of Haddon (163b), with that of Harrison (1658), with that of Yates 

("1668), with that of Hartshorne, at Benthall (1683), with that of Pngh (1660), with 

that of Mayor (1696), with that of Wilmoro (1746), with that of Phillips (1777), with 

that of Beard (1736), with that of Easthope (1729), rirmstone (1774), and those of 

Wright, Onions, Davenport, and many others, including those of the Earl of Liudsey, 

and the present duke of Marlborough; the present Sir Ivor  Guest being son of the 

late Sir John Josiah Guest, whose father went from Broseley to South Wales and 

founded the Dowlais Works, which brought in £80,000 a year.  John Josiah Guest 

was created baronet 30th June, 1838.  

 

A65. Whilst not conclusive, the probity value is high that John’s father is named Thomas as 

the interlocking record below strongly suggests, when a further account on page 118 of 

the same publication, makes him having a brother Thomas “Tom” Guest X, whereby the 

following account appears of a chance encounter by the informant:  

 
“Gilbert Gilpin in a gossiping kind of letter dated April 12, 1798, and addressed 

to William Wilkinson, saying: " I saw at Dowlais old Peter Onions, who looks very 

well in his 80th year, and is following his clock and watch -making business as 

usual. I saw Tom Guest also at Merthyr.'* This ** Tom Guest " was Thomas 

Guest, brother of John Guest, who went from Broseley, and founded that 

magnificent work which brought his son, the late Sir John Guest, in an income of 

£80,000 a year. (We shall again refer to the Guest family)”  
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A66. Given custom and practice of naming convention the case is strengthened further that 

John father is Thomas and Thomas had at least two sons in which he gave his name 

perhaps to the eldest, Thomas or Tom mentioned above. 

 

A67. Rarely is it ever recorded John Guest 1721-1787 had a brother, so this record is very 

useful indeed. 

 

A68. Moreover, whilst Randall makes a scant reference to the Guest family being in Broseley 

since 1522 and that his son Andrew is buried there, in 1606, no concrete evidence links 

either of these men lineally to John Guest or his brother Tom, nor any other males in 

between them of this area. 

 

A69. Other unallocated Guest males, Robert Guest of Broseley who married Elizabeth Mason 

in 1675 and Thomas Guest who married Elizabeth and parents of Mary all of Barrow, 

may however descend from this unallocated branch, i.e., direct descendants of John 

Guest and his son Andrew Guest both early of Broseley. 

 

A70. It is Associate Professor Dan Beaver (2017, pp xlviii-liv), at Pennsylvania State 

University who over decades researched the Account Books of Gyles Guest Charity 

(Ghest/Geste. Geast/Geest) and makes for a detailed family membership of the apex 

elder Guest of Tewkesbury branch.  

 

A71. To whom a John Guest, co-executor of Giles Guest’s will, and a close relative of Gyles 

but not his son, probable nephew or cousin x 1 removed, could be the same John Guest 

early of Broseley that Randall (1887) refers. 

A72. This otherwise unaccounted for John Guest known to Tewkesbury records may well be 

the John Guest unallocated but known to the Broseley records and made the father of 

Andrew Guest buried there in 1606. 

 

A73. There is nothing to suggest John Guest a co-executor of the Will called Tewkesbury 

home. 

 

A74. Loose ends are inevitable, and most interestingly, Randall (1887) also makes account of 

strong family associations in the 16th and 17th century between the Guest family and 

Harrison family of Broseley. 

 

A75. The same is known to occur between the Guest and Harrison family in Modreeny 

Tipperary from around 1738 and in Canada (Dr Elliott, 2004). That Guest branch is the 

from the Guest of Tewkesbury stem, not too far from Broseley (46 mile/77 kilometres, 

door to door) and well commuted by river): 
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6th great grandfather - Thomas Guest born 1674 of Worfield Shropshire 

 

A76. The only known male that could have been the father of John Guest (1721-1787) and his 

brother Tom, is Thomas Guest born and living less than 3 miles or 5 kilometres from 

Broseley where John Guest (1721-1787) was christened. 

 

A77. In lieu of the genealogical interlock of these three men, two brothers, and the only other 

male bearing the name Guest living close by named Thomas Gest and him being born 3 

miles of 5 kilometres away from Broseley, Shropshire at Worfield Shropshire on 7th 

December 1674, the researcher submits he is identified John Guest and Tom’s father 

(Shropshire Baptisms, Range 1605-169, Archive Reference: P314/A/1/2, Page 125; 

England Birth and Christenings, 1538-1975, record number LZGT-WMS): 

 

 
 

A78. The following record makes probable that in 1730, Thomas or “Tom” Guest, junior, born 

in 1674 and his wife Sarah, were asked to contribute to the church, as evidenced by the 

following parish visitation record: 

 

 
 

A79. The additional record accounts for a possible half sister Mary, whereby, Thomas senior 

married Elizabeth 2nd, same record reveals the next lineal ascending generation, thus 

advancing the trace further. 
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7th great grandfather - Thomas Guest born 1651 – married to Jane 

 

A80. Clearly the record above makes Thomas Guest (1674-) of Worfield, Shropshire the son 

of Thomas Guest and Jane, and that they took communion in the Anglican faith. 

 

A81. Again, with a very slim population of Guest males to consider who can be Thomas Guest 

(1674-) father of the same place holding the name Thomas Guest first, attention comes to 

a single record for Thomas Gest, baptised on 26th October 1651 of Shropshire 

(Shropshire Baptisms, Range 1605-169, Archive Reference: P314/A/1/2, Page 125) who 

matches the identity of Thomas above who married Jane and had son Thomas Guest 

(1674-). 

 

A82. Whilst information about him and his life is limited his birth record matched very well to 

be the father of Thomas Guest born 1651 of the same places. 

 

A84. Reiterating that a very small population of Gest males found in and around Worfield to 

Broseley (Barrow) Shropshire, and before 1651 the only records other than this Thomas 

Guest born 1610 is for John Guest and his son Andrew Guest who the younger of the two 

died in 1606 in Broseley of old age. 

 

A85. Thus, by deduction on genealogical fit and continuity of genealogical antecedents, Jane 

Guest’s husband and father of Thomas Guest born in 1651, Thomas Guest who was born 

nearby in Arley, Shropshire in 1610 permits Ivor’s linage to be extended further. 

 

 8th great grandfather - Thomas Gest baptised 18th February 1610  

 

A86. This Thomas Gest born 1610, in nearby Upper Arley Worcester is a place located about 

15-minute walk from Halesowen, to whom, prima facie, Ivor’s lineal ancestor Lawrence 

Guest, 2nd son of John and Margert Gest of Handsworth and Kings Norton held his land 

(England Birth and Baptisms 1538-1975; Rusling 1913, p50, Registers of Bushley in the 

Deanery of Upton, Worcestershire. (Refer to the foot of Sheet 12 a for the alternative 

ascending trace form Edwarde Gest (bc 1604-), to whom both bloodlines spring from 

Thomas and Edwarde’s 2nd great grandfather William Gest bc1512-1589, son of 

Lawrence Gest. 

 

A87. The emerging migration trail ascending through four successive generation takes the 

place of origin for the Guest family of Broseley (Wimborne) towards Halesowen, 

Worcester: 
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9th great grandfather - Thomas Gest (1653-) twin of William 

 

A88. The generational trace has experienced few records which were all difficult to locate but 

now known present a high probate value that the lineage is correct. 

 

A89. The generation before Thomas Guest (1610-) of Upper Arley, Shropshire whilst initially 

difficult to locate once sourced through the great work of Edith Hobday (1910), records 

for the Gest family were plentiful for prospect mails born between 1660-1680, all 

reasonably considered to be prospect fathers.  

 

A90. For the sake of brevity, Halesowen, Worcester was historically part of Shropshire and 

only became part of Worcestershire since 1805. 

 

A91. Halesowen is now recognised as a market town in the Metropolitan Borough of Dudley, 

in the county of West Midlands, England. 

 

A92. Historically an exclave of Shropshire and, from 1844, in Worcestershire, the town is 

around 7 miles (11 km) from Birmingham city centre, and 6 miles (10 km) 

from Dudley town centre.  

 

A93. It is placed the same distance form Upper Arley, Shropshire: 

  

 
 

A94. And less than 35 Kilometres or 21 miles in a direct line to Broseley, Shropshire where 

John Guest 1721-1787 was born, probably about 150 years after his 2nd great grandfather 

commenced migration from Halesowen to Upper Arley where Thomas Guest 1610 was 

born: 

 

 



Guest of Wimborne  

 
17 

 

A95. The following series of records reveal the prospect father candidate population for 

Thomas Guest 1610- of Upper Arely, Shropshire.  

 

A96. All known Gest males considered prospects are all found by the evidence to directly 

descend from William Gest (c1512-1589), the first male bearing the name Guest (gest) to 

call Hales Owen home.  

 

A97. The mini-investigation to follow, therefore seeks to shed light on those standing between 

Thomas Guest (1610-) and his lineal ancestor William Gest (c1512-1589). 

 

A98. Even allowing for error in making the identification of the Guest males standing between 

these two lineal ancestors Thomas and William the determination has no impact beyond 

tracing Ivor Mervyn Vigour Guest’s (1968-) patrilineage from William Gest (c1512-

1589) because the candidate population descend from him.  

 

A99. An initial population of 8 Guest males of Halesowen is quickly whittled down to only 

four. The evidence makes the research lean towards candidate, Thomas Guest (1563-) the 

surviving twin of William Gest (1563-), to be the bloodline Ivor can claim he descends 

from William Gest (c1512-1589) of Hales Owen. Twin William died 18 months old in 

July 1564.  

 

A100. Two others Richard and Humphrey junior are also sons of John Gest and Brigget More. 

Son Richard is a possibility, but nothing is known about what became of him. Moreover, 

even if he did survive, the naming antecedents between the Thomas Gest born 1610 and 

his candidate/prospect father Thomas Gest born 10 miles away in 1563, with Thomas the 

elder the twin of William is consistent with the typical father/son naming conventions s a 

predominate as custom and practice amongst all Guest branches. A further brother named 

Humphrey no doubt after his uncle, also perished with brother William, in July 1564 

(Hobson, 1910, p10). 

 

A101. First there are two, reasonably assumed to be “twin” brothers, Thomas Gest (1563-) and 

William Gest (1563-1564). They were baptised on the same day in February 1563, and 

certain sons of John Gest of Halesowen, Worcester, and fairly assumed to be the sons of 

his wife made by other record, Brigget Gest, nee More: 
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A102. John Gest and Brigget More of Halesowen, Worcester, Brigget being the daughter of 

Xpoher More, had another son born six years later, named Richard Gest (bc 1569-): 

  

 
 

A103. Shown above is also William Gest also baptised in 1569 and fairly attribute to be born 

also in the year 1569. The record further shows his father is Humphrey Gest, the elder, to 

whom John Gest and Brigget name one of their other sons Humphrey. Below is the 

marriage record of Humphrey and wife, Johane White:  
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A104. Returning to the twins, Thomas and William, along with Humphrey junior, John and 

Brigget’s sons, both William and Humphrey, junior died through illness in July 1564, 

and so too did in Thomas Gest, the son of Richard Gest (bc1539), the elder and brother 

of John Gest and Humphrey Gest, senior. 

 

A105. The naming conventions whereby John has named his sons after his brother’s Richard, 

Thomas and Humphrey as well their father William, and the tragedy of the three infants 

being buried on the same day in July 1564, suggests strongly the family was close. 

 

A106. Remaining in very close proximity to the evidence, the conclusion is that the infants from 

12 to 18 months were probably huddled together a few days prior to dying no doubt for 

play, whilst brothers John and Richard and their spouses were enjoying each other’s 

company. The children caught an infection that they could not shake.  

 

A107. The two infant brothers William and Humphrey, and their cousin Thomas, were all 

buried on the same day in July 1564 in Halesowen, Worcester which must have brought 

immeasurable grief to the whole family (Hobday, 1910, p35, The registers of Halesowen, 

County Worcester, Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1559-1643): 
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A108. The following year, Richard Gest (bc1539-), the elder, and father of infant Thomas Gest 

who perished with his cousins, brothers William and Humphrey junior had another son 

named after him, Richard Gest (1565-), junior: 

 

 
 

A109. In lieu of no burial record it is fair to presume he survived to adult hood and may have 

subsequently in mature age, moved away from Halesowen. 

 

A110. Another of the brothers of Richard Gest, John Gest, and Humphrey Gest of Halesowen 

Worcester is Thomas Gest. The records show he had a son named William Gest baptised 

in 1568 (This Thomas is made by other record, married to Elizabeth Staffordshire, no 

doubt Thomas junior’s mother): 
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A111. To the list of brothers, the researcher adds from Edith Hobson’s (1910), wonderful set of 

Halesowen, Worcester parish records, Morgan Gest.  

 

A112. Confusingly therer are two Morgan Gest of this small village marrying around the same 

time. It is fairly supposed one is the son, and the other the father. 

 

A113. Stepped out below are the records for them showing their marriage and their issue 

whereby it is deduced, one of them, the father was a widow and he later married a young 

women, and the other man named Morgan Gest married in either 1579-1581, was a very 

yound man when he married. 

 

A114. Further making Morgan Gest the elder of the two, born around the same time as his elder 

brothers Richard, c1539, and John, circa 1540 . Perhaps Morgan senior wwas bornin 

1541. 

 

A115. Below is the first Morgan Gest marriage record the researcher found from Hobson’s 

(1910-) record set made in 1579, whereby Morgan Gest married Isabell Whitehouse: 
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A116. This Morgan Gest and Isabell had a son named John in 1583 (pp80-81): 

 

 
 

A117. Then there is further confusion in the records making the other Morgan Gest, husband of 

Johane also have a son named John around the same time in which John was baptised 

earlier in September 1580: 
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A118. A further record shows they had another son Robert Gest baatised four months later in 

late January 1581: 

 

 
 

A119. The first name Morgan in the Guest/Gest family is unusual and it does suggest that these 

two Morgan Gest were lineally related and the elder is certain to be the direct desendent 

of the only generationally older male known to the Halesowen Parish records of that 

time, Wiliam Gest, 91512-1589), no doubt the father of richard, John, Thomas, 

Humphrey and Morgan the elder. 

 

A120. From this extensive search through Hobson’s (1910) book of Halesowen parish records 

for the period of this study into the Gest males of that place, the only other record for a 

Gest male is for William Gest, the father no doubt of Richard, John, Thomas, Humphrey 

and Morgan. 
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A121.  The remaining (surviving candidate Gest males born between 1560-1569 considered to 

be the optimum fit to be the father of Thomas Gest (bc1610-) of nearby Upper Arley, 

Worcester, are therefore: 

 

• Thomas Gest born circa 1563 the year he was baptised, son of John Gest and Brigget 

Gest, nee More. 

• Second, is John and Brigget Gest’s younger surviving son, Richard Gest, born 

probably 1569, the year of his baptism and brother of Thomas. This Richard is not to 

be confused with his contemporary cousin of the same name and son of Richard Gest 

the elder, John’s brother. 

• Third is Richard Gest, baptised 1565, son of Richard Gest (bc 1539-), the elder, and 

brother of John Gest (bc1540-), also of Halesowen, Worcester, and not to be confused 

with Richard Gest (1569-), son of John and Brigget Gest. 

• The fourth surviving close kin is William Gest, born probably 1569 which is the year 

of his baptism, and son of Humphrey Gest (bc 1543-), the elder and his wife Johane 

Gest, nee While, also of Halesowen, Worcester. 

• Sons of Morgan Gest (1&@) namely John Gest 1583 x 2; and Robert Gest 1581, also 

cannot be ruled out. 

 

A122. Whilst an educated guess, would make through naming antecedents Thomas Gest (bc 

1563-), twin of his deceased brother William, Thomas Gest (c1610-) father, perhaps most 

favourable amongst the only possible candidates, in no way a lean towards him 

disqualifies the others. 

 

A123. Whilst inclusive on naming Thomas Gest (bc 1610-) of nearby Upper Arley, 

Worcestershire’s father, no such concern is naming his grandfather, great grandfather as 

William Gest (c1512-1589), the first of Halesowen. 

 

A124. This is so because records are available making certain he was the first of the Gest to 

hold lands in Halesowen, and that Hobson’s (1910) record set taken from of the Parish of 

Halesowen for the period under investigation confirmed that the Gest male a generation 

older than William, whereby there are no fewer than five Gest males, are William’s son. 

 

10th great grandfather – Most probable John Gest married to Brigget More 

 

A125. The logic is that one of these five, probably John Gest and his wife Brigget Gest, nee 

More is Thomas Gest (1610-) grandparents and Thomas Gest (1610-) of Upper Arely’s 

father, is probably Thomas Gest of Halesowen, born 1563-, twin of William. 

 

A126. For the sake of brevity all bloodline flow to William Gest (c1512-1589) so the 

conclusion is definitive that Ivor Mervyn Vigour Guest (1968-) is directly descended 

from this William Gest (bc1512-1589, first of Halesowen, Worcester. 
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11th great grandfather - William Gest (1512-1589) 

 

A127. It is Roth (1887) who cited William Gest and wife Elizabeth being granted on the 11th 

December 1533 (Reign of Henry VIII) with a 34 years lease of the Manor known as 

Owlery Grange, at Halesowen. This grant clearly under the red wax seal of Abbott, gave 

William and Elizabeth just cause to settle there from 1533. This time stamp accords with 

the appearance thereafter of a small but growing population of Gest males and maidens 

and the document trail they left and previously submitted:  

 

 
 

A128. There are no other males bearing the Guest name of Halesowen until William’s sons are 

identified by record.  

 

12th great grandparents John Gest (bc 1470-) and Margaret Hawkes of Handsworth, Stafford 

and Kings Norton, Worcester 

 

A129. Sir William Dugdale’s 1664/5 visitation this William Gest (Guest), first of the Guest 

males of Halesowen to be the son of Lawrence, and making William and wife 

Elizabeth’s original 1533 grant of lease of the property in Halesowen extended from the 

original 24-year period to 1000 years by the year 1557: 
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A130. It is Halesowen which is a small distance from Handsworth, Birmingham Stafford: 

 

 
 

A131.  It is also a short distance from Tewekesbury: 

 

  
 

A132. Birmingham is well settled as the industrial root of England and the Guest are known to 

have substantial role to play (refer Guest of Wimborne/Broseley/GKN etc).  

 

A133. Pre-industrial revolution it is further well accepted that Birmingham’s clothier 

manufacturing and merchants provided the seed of industrialisation and the canals that 

benefited Birmingham’s clothiers to source raw materials for clothing and drapery and to 

distribute product beyond Birmingham was second to none in England during the 15th 

century.  

A134. The most successful clothier and draper merchants established the bull ring in 

Birmingham (Commonwealth Game Opening Ceremony presentation, Birmingham, July 

2022). Equally doubtless is the extent to which Guest family’s clothier manufacture, 

drapery and merchandising prowess had the family’s prosperity during the 15th century.  

It is fair to suppose many sales were racked up at the bull ring in Birmingham. 
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A135. Giles, on migration to nearby Tewkesbury is certain to have helped develop the market 

town of Tewkesbury where his historical presents continue to be felt there today (Dixon, 

J, Tewkesbury History: https://tewkesburyhistory.org/Wakeleys-and-Chandlers-

Courts#block296): 

 

 
 

A136. The residential property the John L.R Guest’s 11th great grandfather acquired, was held 

in and around the Crescent in Tewkesbury and his donation of real estate to be used by 

Tewkesbury’s disadvanated up until this day attests to the wealth he accumulated from 

his clothier merchant business.  

 

A137. Whilst emerging apex family charts of the Guest family continue to surface today 

making doubtless the Guest of Handsworth and Guest of Tewkesbury stem are one from 

about 1450, it is the Guest arms grants inherited by Guest males belonging to the two 

Guest apex stems which make certain they belong to the same parent stock. 

 

A138. The occupation antecedent as successful large scale clothier merchant and proximity to 

Birmingham provide further glue. 

 

A139. This conclusion made from all of the evidence is that Ivor Mervyn Vigour Guest is direct 

descendent of Lawrence’s parents, John Guest and Margaret Hawkes of Handsworth, 

Stafford and Kings Norton County Worcester.  

 

A140. Zero participant Ivor Guest’s (1968-) 12th great grandfather, John Guest of Handsworth 

Stafford and Kings Norton Worcester is made by all of the available body of facts or 

information the certain close blood relative, of Thomas Gest, grandfather of Bishop 

Edmund Gest and also of Kings Norton, Worcester (1569 Visitation of County 

Worcester, Phillimore, W. P. W. 1888, p59). 

 

A141. Moreover, as a matter of eliminations where there are no other candidate Guest males 

bearing that name of this place and time, in Kings Norton, Worcester, and in lieu of 

disconfirming evidence, probable brothers. 

 

 

A142. A previous determination made by the present researcher in the main body of Volume 

making Gyles Guest of Tewkesbury, directly descended from Lord Saeric Gest, equally 

applied therefore for Ivor Guest (1968-). 

 

 

 

 

https://tewkesburyhistory.org/Wakeleys-and-Chandlers-Courts#block296
https://tewkesburyhistory.org/Wakeleys-and-Chandlers-Courts#block296
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Apex patriarch - Lord Saeric Gest c1044-aft 1086 

 

A143. The conclusion made from all of the evidence is that Ivor Guest (196-) present 

representative of the Guest of Wimborne joins the researcher, John L.R. Guest (1960), 

along with his cousins John A. Guest (1960-); Mathew Guest (1985-), his brother Aaron 

and their father Bob Guest (1945-), along with all of their  siblings and offspring, not 

mentioned here, and also joins relative Russell  Barrett present representative of the T.B. 

Guest family also of Melbourne, as a direct descendent of apex patriarch, Lord Saeric 

Gest (c1044-afr 1087). 

 

A144. Saeric Gest was late of Wiltshire England, and born in Caen Normandy, circa 1044. 

Historians make his ethnicity probably Norman on his father’s line and Saxon on his 

mother’s line.  

 

A145. He is the progenitor of our united Guest family (Tewkesbury and Handsworth branches) 

and it is he who is known by Domesday book and by Draper (1890, p48) to bear the 

same Guest arms held by John Guest (Gest/Geste/Gheast/Ghest) of Handsworth and his 

direct male descendants and also the direct male descendants of close blood relative 

Gyles Guest (c1495-1557) (also known as Gest/Geste/Gheast/Ghest) of nearby 

Tewkesbury on situated on the border of County Worcester/Gloucester, England. 

 

A146. It is Draper’s (1890, p48) late 19th century research in which he described the Guest arms 

known to have been proudly displayed in the traditional way by Saeric Gest of Wiltshire 

(Wintrebourne and Lavertestoche), England. Draper’s (1890) description matches 

exactly the description of the Guest Arms that Dugdale in 1634 wrote, and also the same 

description Grazebrook (1873, pp225-226) wrote in which Grazebrook (1873, pp225-

226) most kindly referenced the source of the description which is the authentic and 

primary source record for the Guest arms the present Guest males recorded in this Guest 

family trove legally inherit, C.30. Coll. Arm., fo. 6qb: 

 
“Arms: Azure, a chevron Or. Between three shovelers’ s heads, erased proper. Crest: 

A shoveler’s head erased, proper, between two ostrich feathers, Or.”  

 

A147. This is what is known about Saeric Gest provided by Professor J.J.N. Palmer and team. 

According to Palmer during the 1990s, she, Professor J.J.N. Palmer and her team at the 

University of Hull geocoded and standardised each entry in Domesday, to create 

the Domesday Explorer CD-ROM. The project was funded by the AHRC, and assisted 

by an English translation of Domesday provided by Phillimore & Co. 

 

A148. It is from the modern English translation of the record submitted below that Land of 

Saeric Gest, brother of Gest who held it in 1066, the year of the Conquest, held in 1086, 

0.5 ploughlands, valued at the time at an annual value to lord: 10 shillings in 1086. 

 

A149. Ownership history is recorded as Saeric Gest being Tennant-in-chief in 1086. He was 

known as Lord Saeric Gest in 1086; and the previous Lord and land owner was his 

brother in 1066, also known as Lord. Below is submitted a facsimile of the page in 

Domesday that records Saeric Gest’s 1086 holding the land at Wiltshire, and previously 

held by his brother: 
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A150. Whereby closer examination shows for (modern English spelling is Laverstock, 

Wiltshire, England) is land held by Saeric Gest in 1086, previously held by his brother, 

Gest:  
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A151. Whilst the land Saeric Gest also held in Wintreburne (modern English spelling 

Winterbourne, Wiltshire) was held in 1066 by Alwin: 

 

 
 

A152. According to the Winterbourne Parish Council website, at the time of the Domesday 

survey the combined population of Winterbourne was approximately 200-250 

(https://history.wiltshire.gov.uk/community/getcom.php?id=249). 

 

A153. The Laverstock & Ford Council make the same account of land owned by the Gest 

brothers on their present public website landing page (http://www.laverstock-

ford.co.uk/domesday-book-entry---laverstock.html), a fact they are obviously, and 

understandably, most proud tracing this history of the townlands there: 

 

 

https://history.wiltshire.gov.uk/community/getcom.php?id=249
http://www.laverstock-ford.co.uk/domesday-book-entry---laverstock.html
http://www.laverstock-ford.co.uk/domesday-book-entry---laverstock.html


Guest of Wimborne  

 
31 

 

 
 

A154. Saeric Gest’s two landholdings probably adjoined and from placement of townland 

names they were no greater than 5 kilometres apart from available reference points. The 

strong suggestion given less than 250 people lived in the area in 1086, Saeric Gest’s 

lands encapsulated the present village of Salisbury: 
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A155. The are no records to explain how the direct patrilineal descendants of Saeric Gest 

migrated from Wiltshire to Staffordshire where John Guest of Handsworth can be placed 

circa 1468 fairly presumed to have been born at Handsworth Manor around 1468. 

 

A156. The map below shows the distance migrated, 176 kilometres or so from the South almost 

due north to Handsworth, Staffordshire, was a well-used route established first by the 

Romans (i.e., whereby Salisbury, Wiltshire is positioned generally between the Roman 

city of Sorviodunun and Venta, traveling thereafter north to Handsworth nearby between 

Letoetum/Venosis (i.e., the general area of Handsworth/Birmingham, Staffordshire):  

 

 
 

 A157. Linton (2013, p1) explains the network of roads that the Gest family members had 

available to them dated long before Domesday. Travel to and from Laverstock and 

Winterbourne, Wiltshire 176 kilometres south of Handsworth with various transport 

modes was far from unusual, and the travel path was well set from the south of England 

in Wiltshire to Chester and Manchester, through what is Handsworth and Birmingham: 
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A158. Chester being a city in northwest Cheshire England, and founded as a Roman fortress in 

the 1st century. A man by the name Saeric and linked to Saeric Gest held 12 

landholdings and is further traced to have held then before the conquest. A Saeric, is also 

known to be a thegn of king Harold and the landholder in Hereford in 1066 and 1086.  

He held four hides at Sarnesfield and Swanstone.  

 

A159. If this Saeric is the same man as Saeric Gest he would be amongst very few men to 

continue to hold lands before and after the conquest, and as indicated, by professor 

Palmer, Saeric’ s brother held he lands in Laverstock, Wiltshire before the conquest so 

this evidence suggest Saeric held other lands also before the conquest and was granted 

his brother lands by 1086, presumably because his brother Gest died: 

 

 

A160. This unusual name Saeric is believed to be of Anglo-Saxon origin, and is a locational 

name from some minor, unrecorded, or now "lost" place believed to have been situated in 

the south west of England. The component elements of the placename are believed to be 

the Olde English pre 7th Century male given name "Saeric" (Levick, Levick & Farr, 

2007, p34, Regia Anglorum Members Handbook 1992). 

 

A161. This information suggests further that Saeric may be Saxon and not necessarily from 

Caen, Normandy. 

 

A162. According to Levick, Levick and Farr (2007, p11) a “Thegn or Thane falls within the 

pre-conquest of Saxon nobility framework just below and Earl: 
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A163. This positioning of Saeric, brother of Gest, and the bearer of the Guest Arms, by Draper 

(1890, p48) holding the manor of Laverstock, Wiltshire in the time of Edward the 

Confessor suggests further that Guest families ethnic mix includes significantly, ancient 

Brittonic blood: 

 

A164. The following sheets accurately depicts Russell Barrett, and his siblings, Kenneth and 

Judy’s Guest family branch that Russell is fairly assumed from available evidence to be 

the present representative. 
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